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The pleaſant Hiſtorie of the ſixe 

1 Yeomen of the Welt. 


NS £9 = N the dayes of King Henry the firlf, 
8 who was the firft Ring that inſtituted 

the high Court of Parliament, there li⸗ 
ued nine men, which foz the trade of 
Clothing, were famous thꝛoughout 
) all England. Uhich Art in thoſe 
., dates was held in high reputation, both 
RS) SS 9 Tin reſpect of the great riches that there⸗ 
by was gotten, as alſo of the benefite it bꝛought to the whole 
Commen-wsalth : the ponger ſons of nights àx Gentlemen, 
to whom their Fathers wouldleaue no lands, were moſt com- 
monly p2eierred to learn this trade, to the end that therby they 
might liue in god eſtafe, x dꝛiue (02th their daies in pꝛoſperity. 
Among all Crafts this was the onely chiefe, foꝛ that it was 
the greateſt merchandize, by the which our Countrey became 
famous th2ough all Nations. And it was verily thought, that 
the one halſe of the people in the land liued in thoſe daies ther⸗ 
by, and in ſuch god ſozt, that in the Common-wealth there 
were ſew 62 no beggers at all: poꝛe people, whom God light- 
ly bleſleth with moſt childꝛen, did by meanes of this occupa⸗ 
tion ſo o2der them, that by the time that they were come to be 
ſire 02 ſeuen peares of age, they were able to get their owne 
b2ead : Idleneſſe was then baniſhed our coaſt, ſo that it was 
a rare thing to heare of a thiefe tn thoſe dates. @Zherefo:e1t 
was not without cauſe that Clothiers were then both honou- 
red and loued, among whom theſe nine perſons in this Kings 
dates were of great credit, viz. 1. Cole of Keadiag, Gray 
of Glotetter, Sutton of Dattout ie, Fitzailen of ZUocelſter, 
( commonly called W III o o2efter ) Tom Doue of Crs 
ceſfer,i9d > i114 of HO ne hn ton, alias Supbroith ; Wy9 
were © 12 ing calls, Thi ire! voꝛthp e N 3 £598 
TULR, 2505 were there t32 tung in; the Rontb. that is to 
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The ntl Hiſtoric 


ſap, Cutbert of Kendall, Hoek ins of Yallifax, and Martin, 
Byram of Mancheſter. Curry one of the'e kept a great num⸗ 


ber of ſeruants at wozke,ſprancrs, cardors, weauers, fullers, 


dyrs ſherremen, and rowers, to the great ad uiration of all 
thoſe that came into their houſes to behold them. 
New you thall underſtand, theſe gallant Cl othiers, hy rea⸗ 


ſſon of their dwelling; places, ſeparated themſelues mth ſe⸗ 


eral companies: 0 ioteſter, Waliam of Tloꝛceſter, 
and Thomas of Reading, becauſe their iournep to London 
vas al! one way, STRAY cd commonip together. And 
Douc o Exc eker, Sutton of Salisburie, and [100 of Douth- 
hampton, they in like ſoꝛt kept companp the one with the o⸗ 
ther, mating euer altogether at Bazingſtoke: and the the 
Noz2therne Clothiers did the like, who commezily did not met 
till they came to Boſome June in London. 

Mozeouer, fo? the lone and delight that theſe ddleckerns 
men had each in others campanie, thep did ſo pꝛouide, that 
their Tames and themſelues would euer mat vgon ene dap 
in London at larcats Hall, ſurnamed the Gy at, fo2 that he 
furpallco ail otha! men al that age, both in! La; curo | itcengt) : 
whoſe mectuments and 29.3192! os Sy + will ſet downe 
vnto vou un this lollowingz dilcour. 
go V Kii 12 Hen {ought the t 2 Our of : 11 his ſul JJ} eas, E! pe- 

cially of the Clethiere. Chap. 1. 
Tec: Bing Henry, who fo2 Nis great [carmma and wiſe⸗ 
done Was called Beaucl au ke, beta the third Son tothe 
I 0c nt been w: ale er th 'C de. tho? vis bother Wil- 
a Rufus, to . him the gouerne nent of this Land, 
in tyo able £801 * his f eco, 10 bꝛoth EE Robert D. '1 Roe of 5292s 
mandie, Who at this ti ve was at wars a tongſt the Inũdels, 


and was cyclen King of Jccuſalem, the witch he, fo2 the loue 
he bare to his owe coun rep, reluſed, and with great honour 


returned from the holp Land ; of whoſe comming when king 


Hearic vaderitod, knowing he would make claime to the 
ctowne, ot It by all meanes poſſible to winne the god will 
9 015 Hobilite, and to get the fauoꝛ of t)e Commons by cur⸗ 

telic 
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of Thomas of Reading. 


teſis: fo: the obtaining whereokher r, many laugurs, 
thereby the better to ſtrengthen hi: nleife againſt his brother. | 
It chaunced ona tunc, as he, with o on chi 2 bonnes, and d. 
uers of his Nobilitie, rode from London towar Tale: 
aypeaſe th tur oi the Wareluhmen; which then began ta tai 
themlelues in armies againſt giz-authozty, that he met wit) 
a great number of Wiaines loaden wi © cloath, £o-111t21 4 3to 
London, end ficlag them ſtill dꝛiue one after austhe. 0 d 
nytogether, demaunzed whoſe they were: the Wn eme 
anſwered in this lozt: C ole, o Reavi. ig (quo th ther. Then 
by and by the Bing asked another, aving: hof cloth is all 
this: Old Toles quoth he: and againe anone alter he asic3 
the ſame queſtion to — and ſtü they anſwered, Old Cole,, 
And it is to be remembꝛed, that the ing met then in {inch a 
place, ſo nazcow and ſtreight, that he with the ret of his 
traine, wers faine to ſtand as cloſe to the hedge, whileſk the 
carts paſſed by, the which at that time bein in nunber alone 
wo hundzed, Was nate hand an houre ere the Bing could wee 
ro he to be gone: ſo that by His long tip he began to be dil⸗ 
pleaſed, although the admiration of that fi bt > did Mach gua⸗ 
lfte his furie; but bꝛeaking out in diſcontent, by rea en of 
his fav, he ſaid, he thought Old Cole had got a Commiſion 
koz att che £25 in tyorom'ty to cary his cloth, And howif he 
wie ( ouoth one? te Aunnen, doth that grieue pou gos 


1 


Wi 

re Bes, gos fir, ſaid our Ring, what ſap you to that: Ce 

Folio Þ3 foot? ir he Vin in COT dee, SHER 12 4335 
8 9 


bꝛob | thorgk h he knew not wat he was, yo! bet. 21093347. 
he a forced $45 : Why fir, 10 un 7 KIEV, no bogp {33 _ 


der Po: * 36vte tic, pon IE an ICE AC CONDI A HED £430001Y, 
9 1 * th, 


T. e Biugteing 311 !1 1 vitord * Oi his Woꝛdes fo 
guat laugh dd heartiſp at hun, as well in reſpecor his 4 1 
1 


"ifs Re, 


C 
aulwere, as at his ſeare:and © fo 12 alten the! 
vp, which cane pzeſent palſage vato him ann fis Ses an 


cherenpon Caring into com un icatton ok the com nannte of 
c0athing, the Bing gaue order Xt 515 gome T0771%E2, tage 
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Old Cole bꝛought befdꝛe his Haie! tic, to £321 tent he might 
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; The pleaſant Hiſtorie 
1 abteilie: bat by that time he came within a mile of Stanes, he 
[i net another company of waines in like ſo:t laden with cloth, 
whereby the King was dziuen into a further admiration : and 
demanding whole they were, anſwere was made in this ſo2t; 
They be godmau Sur'01:s of Daliſbury, god ir: and by that 
time a ſcoꝛe of them were pail. he asked againe,ſaping:whoſs | 
are theſe ; Suttons of Daltſburte,qd. they, and ſo ftiil;as often 
ag the Ring asked that queſtion, they anſwered, Surcons of 
Saliſburic. God ſend we many ſuch 5uctons, ſaid the ing. 
Ind thus the karther he trauelled T{elrward, mo2e Ulames 
and moꝛe he met confinually ; vpon which occaſion he ſaid to 
his Pobles, That it would neuer grieue a Ring to die fo2 the 
delence oa fertile Conntree and fatthfull ſubiects. J alwates 
thought ( gquoth he) that Englands valo2 was moꝛe then her 
Wealth, pet now I ſc2 her wealth ſufficient to maintaine her 
vaiour, which J vill ſake to cheriſh in all J may,and with my 
ſod hape my ſelle in poicfiiton of that Jhaue, Rings and 
Louers can bꝛehke no partners: and thereto2e let inp Brother | 
6 ob<re thinke, that although he was Heire to England by 9 
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= büth, yet am Uing by peſſeſſion. All his fancurers J mutk 
1 account my ſoes, and will ſerue them as J did the vungratekull 4 
Carle os Dh2rwibitry, whoſe lands J haue ſcized, and baniſht 


his body. Eut new we will leaue the Hing to his tourney in⸗ 
r Wales, and waiting his home returne, in the meane time 
tell you of the mertuig 67 theſe iolly Clothiers at London, 
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How #414 of Worceſter, Gray of Gloceſter, and old 
Cole of Reading, met alrogetherat Reading, and of their com- 
Wunication dy. tue Way as CY rude O London. Chap. 2, 


= — 2 * 


a 


V \ Hen Gray of Gloceſter, and William of Wozce- 
ſter were cometo Keading, accoꝛding to their cu⸗ | 
ſtome, they alwates called olde Cole to haue his companie : 
to London, who allo duelp attended their comming, hauing ; 
pꝛouided a god bꝛeake faſt foꝛ them: and when they had well 
tetceſhed theniielues, they toke their hozſes and rode on to⸗ , 
wards the Ciitic ; and in their iournep \\Y illiam of Wioares 
iter 
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of I howas of Reading. 


{fer asked them ik they had not heard of the earle of Moraine 
his eſcape out of the land: what is he fled, gd. Grav? J mu 
much at this matter, being in ſuch great regard with the King 
as he was: but J p2ay you, do you not know the cauſe of his 
going, gd. Cole? The common repoꝛt, quoth Gray, is this, 
that the couetous earle,who thꝛough a gredy deſtre, neuer left 
begging ofthe Uing foꝛ one thing oz other, and his requeſt ve- 
ing now denied him, of mere obſtinacie and wilfull froward⸗ 
nelle, hath bamthed himſelfe out of the land, + quite foꝛſaken 
the Countrey of Coznwall, hauing made a vow neuer to ſef 
fete within England againe, and as repoꝛt goeth, he with the 
late bauicht Carle of Shzewſbury, haue iopned themſelues w 


Robe: r duke of oꝛmandie, againſt the Ring, the which adion 


of theirs hath inflamed the Kings wzath, that their Ladies 
with their Childꝛen are quite turned out of does ſacco2lefſe 
and friendleile, ſo that as it is told me, they wander vp and 
downe the countrie like fozlozne people, and although many 


doe pittie them, pet few doe relcene them. 


Alamentable hearing,qd William of Moꝛceſter, and with 
that caſting their cies aſide, they eſpied Tom Ooue with 
the reſt of his. companions come riding to meete then, who 
as ſone as they were come thither, fell into ſuch pleaſant dif- 
courſes, as did thozten the long way they had to Coleb2oke, 
where alwates at their comming towards London they di- 
ned: and being once entred into their June, accoꝛding to olde 
cuſtome, god chere was pꝛouided foz them: fo2 theſe Clo⸗ 
thiers were the chiefeſt gueſts that trauailed along the way: 
and this was as ſure as au ac of Parlia vent, that rom 
Doue could not digeſt his meate wiehont muſicke, no: deinke 
wine without women, fo that his hoſteſſe being a merrie 
wench, would oftentimes call in two oz thꝛœ of her neigh⸗ 
bours wiues to keepe him co:upany; where, ere they parted, 
they were made as pleaſant as Pies. And this being a con- 
tinuall cuſtome amongſt them when thep came thither, at 
length the womens husbands beganne to take exceptions at 
their wiues going thither : whereupon great controuerue 
grew betwane them, in ſuch ſozt, that when they were mot 
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Ihe pleaſant Hiſtorie 


£oltrayned, then they had moll deſire to wozke their willes: 
406 Np (qt oth they / muſt we be ſo tied fo our faske, that we 1 - 
$1539 not danke with our friends ? fie, fle, vpon theſe pellowe 


Boſe, Will no other die ſerue pour furne ? haue we thus long 8 
vin YO wm Mues, and doe you now miſtruſk vs: verily vou eate | 


e 1211tch ſalt, and that makes you grow cholericke, badde li⸗ 
ters ü ind e all others the like, but in faith you hail not bꝛidle 
Us 310 ine alſes, but wer will goe fo our friends, when we are 
ſent 702, a- 22D doe vou What pou can. TUeil quoty their huſ⸗ | 
33113S,! ron be 00 ak erage itrong,we will tame pount 15 the du⸗ ; 
Women to obey their husbands ſavings. And of 

dne. tmen (qu 'ott 3 they ) tothinke well of their wintes; but 
1099 doe ſoncr er peach their credite, then their husb. ands, 
charging them, iithey doe but ſmile, that they arc fubtile ; 
a: = if toy de but wink? thep account them willy, ik lad of 
rountenance, then ſullen: ik they bee froward, then they are 
counted ſhꝛeewes: and ſherpiſh if they bee gentle: ik a woman 
kope her houſe, then pou will ſap ſyce is melancholy, it ſhe 
Walke abꝛoad, then pou call her a gadder; a Puritane, if ſhe 
be pꝛeciſe; and a wanton, if ſhe be pleaſant: fo there is no 
Woman in the world that knowes how to pleaſe you: that we 
tyinke our (elites accurſt to be married wines, lining with 
ſo many woes. Theſe men, of whoſe company you foꝛewarne 
vs, are fo2 ought that euer we ſawe) both honeſt and cour⸗ 
tous, and in wealth farre beyond pour ſelues: then what rea⸗ 
ſon is there, why we thould reſtraine to viſite them? is their 
796d will ſo much to be requited with ſcoꝛne, that their coſt 
may not be counteruailed with our company? ifa woman be 
diſpoſed to play light of loue, alas, alas, doe pou thinke that 
vou can pꝛeuent her 2 Nay wer (ſhall abide by it, that the re⸗ 
ſtraint of libertie info2ceth women to be lewd. : fo2 where a 
woman cannot be truited, the cannot thinke her ſelfe beloued, . 
„ik not beldued, what cauſe hath ſhe to care foz ſuch a one: 
cherekoꝛe husbands, retozme pour opinions, aud do not wo:ke 
uc we woes, with our diſcredit. The Clothiers, we tell 
ate tolly fellowes, and but in reſpect of our curteſte, they 

ld cone dur COMPAany, 

The 


. * =, " % 1 ” » 
E> * Xt * a | 8 78 41 7 
* 


* 
\ x - N a" N " 
a OY ge 


Wood DIES 
AI air 


PAY AP 4 «4 "If 
& 4 LW 3 | EHI 7 


— 


* * rad a 
F 4 - n 
. - # 
2 


706 
. 
A c 


* 
7 
7 
2 4 
»Þ 
A 5 
. 4 
"i x 
7 ' 
7 * 
* 
2 
e 
IF 
ny 
o ©” 
£s.d 
73 
ns 
Tc 
3 
* 
1 
d. 


. 8 1 4 2 
Nenn 


4 V0 | 
FAROE 


FE 
* — 2 


4, 


. 


1 8 1 
- * 2 5 9 Fs * p A "RY K > 
4 5 «a — * N 0 A Ty X * bo | 
SHOE I QEA SA e IIS > VE IR 


* 
4 


= . * 
Do. 
*23 ” . 
= = 
* 
_— 
- 
* 
1 * 


6%„„%ͤ;—ͤ—⁊ůð—ðꝛOœ %% —— EE 


of Thomas of Reading. 


The men hearing their wines fo well to plead ſelues, 
knew not how to anſwere, but ſaid, they would lt the bur: 
den on their conſciences, if they deale vntuſfly with them, and 
ſo left them to their owne willes. The women hauing thus 
conquered their husbands conceits, would not leave the fa- 
uour of their friends fo2 frownes, and as aboue the reſt Tom 
Dove, was the moſt pleaſanteſt, ſo was he had in matt repu. 
tation with the women, who foz his ſake made this Song: 

Welcome to towne, Tem Dowe, Tom Done, 

The merrieſt man alive, 

Thy company (till we loue, we lone, 

God grant thee well to thriue, 

And neuer will depart from thee, 

For better or worle, my ioy, 

For thou fhalt ſtill have our good will, 

h Gods bleſſing on my ſweet Boy. 

This ſong went vp and downe th2ough the whole country, 
and at length became a dance among the common ſoꝛt, ſo that 
Tom Doue, fo2 his mirth and god fellowſhip, was famous 
in cuery place. Now when they came to London, they were 
welcome to the hoſt larra: the Gyant,and aſſone as they were 
alighted, they were ſaluted by the Merchants, who waited 
their comming thither, and alwares pꝛepared foꝛ them a coit- 
ly ſupper, where they commonly made their bargaine, and vp 
on euerp bargaine made,they ſtill vſed to ſend ſome fokens to 
the Clothiers wiues. The next moꝛning they went to the hall, 
where they met the Nozthern Clothiers, who greted one an- 
other in this ſozt. What, my Maſters ofthe Meſt, well met: 
what che&ere 2 what chere 2 Euen the beſt chere our Ber- 
chants could make vs, ( quoth Gray.) Then you could not 
chuſe but fare well, quoth Hogekins:and you be weary of our 
company, adieu, quoth Sutton Nat ſo ſaid Marcin, but ſhall 
weer not haue a game ere we goe? Pes faith foz an hund2ed 
pounds. Nell ſaid, old Cole ſaid they ; and with that Cole 
and Gray went to the dice with Martin and Hogekins ; and 
the dice running on Hogekins fide, Coles money beganne to 


waſte. Now by the Baſſe, quoth Cole, my mony ſhzinks as 


bad 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


bad as erne cloth, When they had playcd long, Gray 
kept to it And reconered againe the money that Col had loſt. 
But while they were thus playing, the reſt being delighted 
in contrarie matters, euery man ſatisfied his owne humour. 

Tom Doue called foꝛ muſicke, William of Monceſter fo 
wine, Sutton ſet his delight in hearing mercy tales, Simon 
of South⸗hamptou got him into the kitchin, and to the pot⸗ 
tage pot he goes, fo2 hoe eſtcemed ioꝛe a meſſe of pottage, 
then of a venſion paltte. Now ſir, Cutbert of Kendall was 
of another minde, fo2 no meat pleaſed him ſo well as mutton, 
ſuch as was laced in a red petfticoate. And pou ſhall vnder⸗ 
ſtand, that alwaies when they went to dice, they got into 
Boſomes Inne; which was ſo called ofhis name that kept it, 
who being a foule llouen, went alwaies with his noſe in his 
boſoniT; and one hand in his pocket, the other on his ſtaffe, fi- 
curing foꝛth a deſcription of cold winter, foꝛ he alwaies woze 
two coates, two caps, two oꝛ th2i© paire of ſtockings, and a 
high paire of ſhoes, ouer the which hs dew on a great paire 
of lined llippers, and vet he would off complaine of cold, wher⸗ 
foze of all men generally he was called Old Boſome, and his 
houſe Boſomes Inne. 

This lump of cold ice had lately married a pong wife, who 
was as wily as ſhe was wanton, and in her company did Cut- 
bert oneip delight, and the better to make paſſage to his toue, 
he would often thus commune with her: Jmuſe god wife, 
quoth he. God wife, quoth He ? Uerily fir, in mine opinion, 
there is none god but God, and theretoꝛe call me Miſtreſſe. 
Then ſaid Cutberc, Faire Miſtris, J haue often muſed, that 
pou being a pꝛoper woman, could find in pour heart foz to 
match with ſuch a greazie Carle as this, an euill mannered 
mate, a foule lumpe of kitchin ſtuffe, and ſuch a one as is in⸗ 
derde a ſcoꝛne of men; how can pou like him that all women 
millikes? oꝛ loue ſach a loathſome creature? me thinks verilp 
it ſhould grieue pou to lend him a kiſſe, much moꝛe to lie with 
hum. Indeed fir, quoth ſhe, J had but hard foztune in this re⸗ 
ſpea, but my friends would haue it ſo, and truly my liking and 
my loue toward him are alike, he neuer had the one, noz ne⸗ 


©2 9 


J 


of Thomas of Readin g. 


uer ſhall get the other pet I may ſay to pou, befo2e J marri⸗ 
ed him, there were diuers p2oper poung men that were ſu⸗ 
toꝛs vnto me, who loued mer as their liues, and glad was he 
that could get my company, thoſe were my golden dayes, 
wherein my pleaſure abounzed,but theſe are my peres of care 
and grieke, wherein my ſoꝛrowes erceede, Now no manre- 
gards me, no man cares foꝛ me, and albeit in ſecret they might 


beare me god will, vet who dares ſhew it;? and this is a double 


griete, he carries ouerx me ſo iealous a minde, that J cannot 
loke at a man, but p:eſently he accuſeth me of inconſtancie, 
although (J pꝛoteſt) without cauſe. 

And introth, qd. Cucb. he ſhould haue cauſe to complaine 
fo2 ſomwhat, were J as you. As ſure as J liue,and ſo he ſhall, 
quoth ſhe, if he doe not change his byas,Cutb.hearing her ſav 
ſo, beganne to grow further in requeſting her fauo2, wiſhing 
he might be her ſeruant and ſecret friend, and the better to ob⸗ 
tain his deſire, he gaue her diuers gifts, inſomuch that ſhe be 
gan ſomething to liſten vnto him: and albeit ſhe liked well of 
his ſpœches, yet would ſhe blame him, and take him vp very 
ſhoꝛt ſometimes foꝛ the ſamey till in the end, Cuthbert ſhewed 
himſelke to be deſperate, ſaying hee would dꝛowne himſelke 
rather then liue in her diſdaine. O my ſweet heart not ſo, ad. 
thie, God fo2bid J ſhould be the death of any man: Comfozt 
thy ſelfe, kind Cutbert, and take this kiſſe in token of further 
kindneiſe, and if thou wilt haue nip fauour, thou mult be 
{viſe and circuiuſpect, and in my husbands ſight J would al- 
waies haue ther to find fault with my doings, blame mp bad 
huswifrtes, diſpꝛaiſe my perſon, and take erceptions at euery 


thing, whereby he will be as well pleaſed, as Sunon of South⸗ 


hampton with a meſſe of pottage. 

Dere Miſtriſte quoth he, J will fulfill your charge to the 
vttermoſt, ſo that you will not take my ieſt in earneſt. Sher 
anſwered, Thy ſouleſt fpeeches X will eſteeme the faireſt and 
take eucry diſpꝛaiſe to be a pꝛaiſe from the, turning each wozd 
to the contrarie: and ſo foꝛ this time adieu, god Cutb. foꝛ ſup⸗ 
per time dꝛawes nere, r it is met foꝛ me to loke foꝛ my meat. 
Ulith that down comes old Boſome, calling his 9 
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e pleaſant Hiſtoric 
Ho Wivifted, is ſupper readie: they haue done playing aboue ; 
therekoꝛe let the Chamberlaine couer the Table. Bp and by 
husband, qd. ſhe, it ſhall be done ſtraight way, How now my 
Maſters who wins, d. Curb. Dur monp walkes to the Nleſt, 
qd. Martin: Cole hath won foꝛty li. of me, and Gray hath got⸗ 
ten well: the beſt is qv. Hogekins, they will pay fo2 our ſup⸗ 
per: then let vs haue god ſtoꝛe of Hacke, qd. Sucton. Content 
ſaid Cole, fo2 J pzomiſe yon, J ſtriue not to grow rich by 
dice⸗playing, therefoꝛe call foꝛ what you wil, J wil pay foꝛ all. 
Yea ſaid Simon! Chamberlaine, J p2ay thu bang a whole 
bottle of pottage foꝛ me. Now Tom Dove had all the fidlers 
at a becke of his finger, which follow him vp and down the ci⸗ 
tie, as diligent as little chickens after a hen, and made a vow, 
that there ſhould want no muſicke. And at that time there 
liued in London a muũcian of great reputation, named  cior, 
who kept his leruants in ſuch coſtly garments, that they 
might ſecare to come befoꝛe any Prince. Their coates were 
all of one colour; and it is ſaid, that afterward the Nobilitte 
ofthis Land, noting it fo2 a ſemely ſight, vſed in line maner 
to kœpe their men all in one liuerie. This Reior was the 
moſt skilfulleſt muſician that lined at that time, whoſe 
wealth was very great, ſo that all the inſtruments whereon 

his ſeruants plaid, were richly garniſhed with ſtud des of il 
uer, and ſome gold: the bowes belonging to their Aiolines 
were all like wiſe of pure ſiluer. He was alſa foꝛ his wiſe⸗ 
dozue called to great office in tye cittie, who alſs builded (at his 
owne coſt } the Pꝛioꝛp x Hoſpitail of Saint Bartholomeb in 

Smithfield. Vis ſeruants being the beſt conſoꝛts in the Citie, 

were by Tom Doue appointed to plaꝝ befoꝛe the poung Pꝛia⸗ 

tes. Chen ſupper being bꝛought to the boꝛd, they all ſat down, 
aud by and by after comes vp their hoſt, who tele his place 
among them: and anone after, the god⸗wile in a red peticote 

x a waſtcoate, comes among them as whtie as a Lilly,ſaping, 
Hy alters, you are welcome, J pꝛap vou be merry. Thus 
falling clole to their meate, when they had well fed, thep found 


lepſure to talke one with another: at what time Curb. began 


thus to finde fanlt, wis, my hoaſt, quoth he, pou haue a wiſe 
hulwike 
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huſwife to your wife, herre is meate dꝛeſt of a uew fathion : 
God ſends meate, and the diuell ſends cokes. Ay what ails 
the meate, quoth ihe, ſerues it not your turne 2 better men 
then your ſelie are content withall, but a paultrie compaui⸗ 
on is euer woꝛſt to pleaſe, Awap, vou lluttich thing ad. ucb. 
pour husband hath a ſweet iewell of vou: J maruell ſuch a 
graue ancient man would match himſelle with ſuch a young 
giglot, that hath as much handſomenes in her, as god hulwik⸗ 
ry, which is iuſt nothing at all. Well fir, ſaide ſhe, in regard 
of my husbands pꝛeſence J am loth to aggrauate anger, other 
wiſe J would teil the thy owne. Goe to, what neede all this, 
quoth the company ? in god faith, utbert, pou are to blame, 
you find fault where none is. Tuſh, J muft ſpeake my minde, 
quoth Cutbert, J cannot diſſemble, A truſt the god man 
thinkes neuer the woꝛſe of me: ſo J haue his god will, what 
the foule euill cars J fo2 his wifes. Enough, quoth Tom 
Douuc, let vs with muſicke remoue theſe bꝛabbles, we meane 
to be merry, and not melancholp. Zhen ſaid olde Cole, Now 
truſt me, Cucbert, we will haue pour hoſteſſe and you friends 
ere we part: here, woman J dꝛinke to yon, and regard not 
his wo2ds, fo2 he is babling whereſoeuer he comes. Quoth 
- the woman, nothing grieues me ſo much, as that he ſhould 
thus openly checke mee, ik he had found any thing amiſſe, he 
might haue ſpied a better time to tell me of it then nowe, p⸗ 
wis hxnxde not thꝛuſt iny bad hulwifrie into my husbands 
head, J line not ſo quietly with him, God wot: and with 
that the wept. Come Curcb.quoth thev, dꝛinke to her, and ſhake 
handes, and be friendes. Come on, you puling baggage, 
quoth he, J d:tnke to yon, here will you pledge me and chaue 
hands: No (quoth ſhe ) I will ſe the choakt firſt, ſhale 
hands with thx 2 I wilt ſhake hands with the dinell aCons, 


Goe to, ſaid her husband, you ſhall ſhake hands with him 


then: Ik vou will not thake hands, ile ſhake vou: what, vou 
young huſwife? Well husband, ſaid ſhe, it becomes a woman 
to obey her huſband, in regard whereof, I dꝛink to him. Thats 
well ſatd, quoth the company : ⁊ ſo ſhe toke her leaue 4 went 
down. And within a while after, they paid the chot, and depar⸗ 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie © 
ted thence to larrats Pall, where they went to their lodging; 


amd the next day they toke their way homeward all together: 


and comming to Colebzoke, they tote vp their lodging and 
it was Coles cuſtome to deliuer his money to the godwile 
of the houſe to kepe it till moꝛning, which in the end turned to 
his vtter deſtrucion, as hereafter ſhal be ſhewed, 


How Grayes wife of Glousſter, with one or two more of 
net neighbouts went to the Faire, where ſeruants came to be 
red, and how ſhetooke the Earle of Shrewesburies Daughter 


into her ſeruice. Chap. 3. 


ZZ was wont to be an old cuſtome in Glouſterchire, that at 

a certaine time in the peare, all ſuch young men and Mai⸗ 
dens as were out of ſeruice, reſoꝛted to a faire that was kept 
nere Glouceſter, there to be readie fo2 any that would come 
to hire them, the yong men ſ{tod all on a row on the one ſide, 
t the aidens on the other. It came to paſle,that the Carle of 
Sh:ewſburtes daughter, whoſe Father was latelp baniſhed, 
being dꝛiuen into great diſtrelle, and weary with trauaile, as 
one whoſe delicate life was neuer vſed to ſuch toyle, ſate her 
downe vpon the high wap ſide, making this lamentation. 

O falſe and decitiull world quoth ſhe! who is in thx that 
wiſhes not to be rid of the, foz thy extreamities are great 2 
Thou art deceitfull to all, and truſtie to none. Foꝛtune is thy 
freaſurer, who is like thy lelfe, wauering and vnconſtant, ſhe 
ſetteth vp tyrants, beateth down Rings: giueth ſhame to ſome 
and reno wne to others: Foztune giueth theſe euils, and we ſo 
it not: with her hands ſhe toucheth vs, and we fle it not, che 
treades vs vnder fte, and we know it not: ſhe ſpeakes in our 
eares, ⁊ we heare her not: ſhe cries aloud, and we vader{tand 
her not: And why: becauſe we know her not vntill miſerie 
doth make her manikeſt. 

Ah my deare father, well maiſt thou do. Ok all miſtoztunes 
it is moſt vuhappy to be foztunate : and by this miſfoztune 
came wy fall. Was euer god Lady bꝛought to this extremi⸗ 


ty 2 IMhat is become of my rare Jewels, my rich aray, my 
ſumptu⸗ 
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of Thomas of Reading. 
ſtuuptuous fare, my waiting ſeruants, my many friends, and 


all my vaine pleaſures? my pleaſure is bauiſht by diſpleaſure, 


my friends fled like foes, my ſeruants gone, my keaſting tur⸗ 
ned to faſting, my rich array conſumed to ragges, and my 
iewells deckes out my chiefeſt enemies: therefozeof all things 
the meaneſt ſtate is beſt, pouertie with ſuretie, is better then 
honour mired with feare: ſeeing God hath allotted me to this 
miſery of life, J will frame my heart to embꝛace humility,and 
carry a mind anſwerable to my miſfo2tunes, fie on this vaine 
title of Ladithtp, how little doth it auaile the diſtcelled.? No, 
no, J mult therefoze foꝛget my birth and parentage, and think 
no moꝛe on my fathers houſe; where J was wont to be ſer⸗ 
ued, . now will J learne to ſerue, and plaine Meg ſhall be my 
name, god Lo2d grant XL may get a god ſeruice, nay any ſer⸗ 
uice ſhall ſerue, where J may haue meate, dꝛinke, and apparel, 
She had no ſoner ſpoke theſe woꝛds, but ſhe ſpied a couple 
of Maidens moꝛe com ning towards her; who were going to 
the kaire: and bidding her god moꝛrow, asked her if the went 
to the faire. Yea mary qd. ſhe, J am a poꝛe mans child that is 
out of ſeruice, and J heare that at the Statute, folkes do come 
of purpoſe to hire ſeruants. True it is ſaid the Maidens, and 
thither go we fo2 the lame purpoſe, and wou d be glad of your 
company. Whth a god will, and J am right glad of pours, 
ſaid ſhe, beſecching you god Maidens, you will dos me the fa- 
uduc, to tell me what ſeruice were belt foꝛ me : foꝛ the moꝛe 
to blame my parents, they would neuer put me foꝛth to know 
anything, Why what can you doe (quoth them udens ) can 
pou bꝛew and bake, make butter and cheſe, and reape cone 
well: No verily ſaid Margaret, but I would be right glad to 
learne to doe any thing whatſoeuer it be. Jfyou could ſpin oꝛ 
card ſaid another, you might do excellent well with a clothier, 
fo2 they are the beſt ſeruices that J know, there you ſhall bez 
ſure to farewell, and ſo liue merrilp. 

Then Marg ar wept ſaying alas, what all-J do? J was 
neuer bꝛought vp to theſe things. Nhat can you doe nothing 
quoth they? No fru y ( quoth the) that is god fo2 any ting, 
but I can read and waite, and ſowe, fome skill I haue in my 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


needle, and a little on my Lute: but this, J fee will pꝛoſit me 
nothing. God Lo2d,quoth they, are vou bokiſh 4 we did ne⸗ 
ner heare of a Maide befoꝛe that could reade and wzite. And 
although vou can doe no other thing, yet poſſible yon may get 
a ſeruice,if you can behaue your ſelfe manerly. I pꝛap pou qv, 
another, ſing you are bokiſh, will you doe ſa much as to 
reade 4 loue⸗letter that is ſent me, foꝛ J was at a friends of 
mine with it, and he was not at home, and ſo J know not 
what is in it. J p2ay vou letme ſe it, quoth Margaret, and J 
will ſhew vou. UWhereupon the readeth as followeth, 


O Jenny my ioy, I die for thy loue, 
And now I heare {ay that thou doſt remoue- 


And therefore, Jenny, | pray thee recite, 
Where (hall I meete thee {oone at night, 


For why, wich my Malter no more will I ſtay, 
But for thy loue | will runne away: 

O lenny, lenny, thou putteſt me to paine, 
That thou no longer wilt here remaine. 


Iwill weare out my ſhoes of Neats Leather, 
But thou and [ will meet together, 

And in ſpite of Fortune, Rat. or Moufe, 
Wee will dwell together in one houſe, 


For who doth not efteeme of thee, 

Shall haue no ſeruice done of me: 

Therefore good Jenny haue a care, 

Io mecte poote Fragment at the faire. ö 


Now alas, god ſouleſquoch lenny) A think he be the kind⸗ 
eſt young man in the woꝛld. The reſt anſwered, that he ſer⸗ 
med no leſſe, and ſurely it appeareth that he is a pꝛetty wittie 
fellow, quoth one of them, how finely he hath witten his let⸗ 
fer in rime, truſt me, J will giue you a god thing, and let me 
haue a copy of it to ſend to my ſweet heart, p pou ſhall, with all 


" 


my heart; ę ſo tõming to the faire,they tok vp their ſtanding. 


Within 
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Within a while after, godwife Gray of Glonceſter came 
thither to ſtoꝛe herſelfe of diuers commodities ; and when ſhe 
had bought what ſhe wold, ſhe told her neighboꝛ the had, great 
ned of a Paid ſeruant oz twaine:therefoze qd.ſhe,god neigh- 
bo2 goe with me, and let me haue your opinion. With a god 
wil, ſaid her neighboz, and together they went, and loking and 
viewing the Paidens ouer, ſhe toke ſpeciall notice of Marga- 
ret. Beleue me, quoth ſhe, there ſtands a very pꝛoper Pai- 
den, and one of a modeſt and comely countenance, Uerily 
ſaid her neighboz, ſo ſhe is, as euer J loked vpon. 

The Maiden ſeeing them to view her ſo well, was ſo aba- 
ſhed, that a ſcarlet colour ouerſpzead her lilly checks, which the 
woman percetuing,came vnto her,and asked if ſhe were wil- 
ling to ſerue. The Maid with a low curteſie, and a moſt gen- 
tle ſpeech, anſwered it was the onely cauſe of her comming, 
Can you ſpinne oꝛ card, ſaid godwife Gray? Truly Dame, 
ſaid ſhe, though my cunning therein be but \mall,my godwill 
to learne is great, and J fruſt,my dilligence ſhall content you. 
What wages will you take, quoth godwife Gray ? J will 
referre that ſaid Margaret, to your conſcience and courteſie, de⸗ 


firing no moze then what J ſhall deſerue. Then asking what 


country woman the was, the Paiden wept, ſaying, Ah god 
Dame, J was vntimely boꝛne in Shꝛopſhire, of paze parents, 
and pet not ſo needie as vnfoztunate, but death hauing ended 
their ſoꝛrowes, hath left me to the crueltie of theſe enuious 
times, to finiſh my Parents Tragedie with my troubles. 
What Paiden gd. her dame, haue you a care to do pour bult- 
nes, and to liue in Gods frare, and vou ſhall haue no care to 
regard foztunes frownes, and ſo they went home together. 
Now, ſoſwne as the godman ſaw her, her asked his wife 
where ſhe had that Maiden. She ſaid, at the Faire. Uhy then 
quoth he, thou haſt bꝛought al tye Faire awap, and J doubt it 
were better foꝛ vs, to ſend the Faire to another Towne, then 
to keep the Faire here. Why man, quoth the, what meane vou 
by that 2 Woman J ꝛneane this, that ſhe will pꝛoue a Load⸗ 
ſtone, to dꝛaw y hearts of all my men after her, and ſo we ſhal 


haue wiſe ſernice done of all ſides, Then ſaid his wile, J hope 
C husband, 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


husband, Margaret will haue a better care both to her owns 
credit, and our commodity then ſo, and ſo let her alone to loke 
to ſuch matters. Is thy name Mirgaret, quoth her Maſter: | 
pꝛoper is thy name fo thy perſon, io2 thou art a pearle i inded, 
oꝛient, and rich in beautie. ; 
gis wile hearing him lay ſo, began to change her opinion: 1 
Nhat husband (quoth ſhe) is the winde at that doꝛe? Begin 
you to like your maid ſo well⸗ doubt {had moT need to look 
to your ſelłe: befoꝛe Gad, 5 had rather then an angell J had 
choſen ſome other: but heare vou maidʒ vou ſhall packe hence, 
7 will not nouriſh a ſnake in my boſome, and therefo2e get 
you gone, J will none of you, pzomd.a ſeruice where you may. 
The Maiden hearing her ſay ſo, fell downeone her knees, 
and beſought her ſaying, O ſweet dame, be not ſo cruel to me, 
to turne me out of doꝛes, now: alas, J know not where to go, 
o2 what to do, if you foꝛſake me. O let not the fading beauty 
of my face diſpoyle me of your fauour : foz rather then that 
thall hinder my ſeruice, this my knife ſhall ſone diſfigure my 
face, and J will baniſh beautie as my greateſt enemy. And . 
with that her aboundant teares fropped her pech, that ho& | 
could not viter one wo2d moe. | 
— woman ſeing this, could not harbour any longer, 

2 could her Maſter ſtay in the rome foꝛ weeping? TTlell ö 
e ty ſaid her dame (little knowing that a Lady kneled 
befoz e her vũng thy ſelfe wel, J will keepe the, and thou thalf 
haue my god will, if thou gouern thy ſelfe with wiſedomezand 
ſo the ſent her about her buünelſe. Her husband comming to 
ſupper, ſaid. How now wife, art thou ſo doubtfull of me, that 
thou haſt put away thy Maiden: J wis qd the )pou are a wiſe 
man, to ſtand pꝛaiſing ofa Maidens beauty befoze her face: 
t pou a wiſe woman, qd. he, to geow iealous without a cauſe, 

So ts ſupper they went, and vecauſe Margaret ſhewed her 
elfe ol ſtaeſt behauiour aboue the reit, the was appointed to 
Waite on the table. And it is to be vnderſtod, that Gray did 
neuer eate his meate alone, but ſtill had ſome of his neighboꝛs 
with him, beloꝛe whom he called his maid, ſaving, Margarer, 
rome hither, Now becauſe there was another of the ſams 


name 
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of Thomas of Reading. 
name inthe houſe, ſhe made anſwere, J call not you Maiden, 


qd. he, but Margaret with the lilly white hand. After which 
time ſhe was euer called ſo. 


How the Kings Majeſtic ſent for the Clothiers, and of the ſun- 

dry fauours which he did them. Chap. 4. 

133 Henry pꝛouiding fo2 his vopage into Fraunce, as 

gainſt King Lewis and Robert Duke of No2mandie his 
owne b2other, committed the gouernement of the Realme in 
his abſence, to the Biſgop of Dalisbury, a man of great wiſ⸗ 
dome and learning, whom the Ring eſteemed highly, and af- 
terward he thought god to ſend fo2 the chiefe Clothiers of 
England, who accoꝛding to the Kings appetntment ca ne to 
the Court, and hauing licence to come 8 his Maieſtie, he 
ſpake to this effect. 

The ſtrength of a Ring is the lone and kriendſhip ok his 
people, and he gouernes ouer his Realme moſt ſurelp, that 
ruleth iuſtice with mercie: foꝛ he ought to feare many, whom 
many do feare:therfoʒe the gouernoꝛs of the Common⸗ Wealth 
ought to obſerue two ſpeciall p2ecepts : the one is, that they ſo 


maintain the p2ofit of the Commons, that whatſoeuer in their 


calling they doe, they referre it thereunto: the other, that they 
be alwaies as well carefuil ouer the whole Common-wealth, 
as ouer any part thereof; leſt while they vphold the one, the 
other be bꝛought to vtter decay. 

And fozaſmuch as J doe vnderſtand, and haue partly ſene, 
that you the Clothiers of England are no ſmall benefit to the 
wealth publike, J thought it god to know from your owne 
mouths, if there be anything not yet graunted that may bez 
nefit you,o2 any other thing to be remoued that doth hurt you. 

The great deſire J haue to maintaine you in pour trades, 
hath mwued me hereunto. Therekoze boldly ſay what you 
would haue in the one thing oꝛ the other, x J will grant it you. 

With that, they all fell downe vpon their knees, and de⸗ 
ſired God to ſaue his Maieſtie, aud withall, requeſted thc 
daies reſptte to put in their anſwere: which was graunted. 


And thereupon they departed, 
C 2 When 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 
When the Clothiers had well conſivered of theſe matters, 
at length they thought mete to requeſt of his Maieſtie foz 
their firſt benelite, that all the Cloth-meaſures, thꝛough the 
Land might be of one length, whereas to their great diſad- 
uantage befoꝛe, eucry god towne had a ſeuerall meaſure, the 
dificulty thereof was ſuch, that they could not kepe them in 
wmemo2y, noꝛ know how fo kepe their reckonings. The ſe⸗ 
cond thing whereof they found themſelues grieued, was 
_ that the people would not take crackt money, though it 

cre neuer ſo god ſtluer 2 whereupon it came fo paſſe, that 
the Clothiers and diuers others receiuing great ſummes of 
money, do take among it much crackt money, it ſerued them 
to no vſe, becauſe it would not goe currant, but lay vpon their 
hands without pꝛofite o2 benefit, whereof they pzayed refoz⸗ 
mation. The third was a griefe, whereof Hodgckinsof Bas 
lifar complapned, and that was, That whereas the towne of 
Yalyfar liued altogether vpon Cloathing, and by the reaſon 
of falſe boꝛderers, and other euill minded perſons, they were 
oft robbed, and had their Clothes carried out of their fieldes, 
where they were d2ytng,That it would pleaſe his Maieſtie to 
graunt the towne this pꝛiuiledge, That whatſoeuer he was 
that was taken ſtealing their Cloth, might pꝛeſentlp without 
any further tryall be hanged vv. When the day ok their ap⸗ 
pearance app2oached, the Clothiers came befoze the King, 
and deliuered vp their Petition in waiting, which his Maie⸗ 
{tte moſt graciouſly peruſing, ſaide, h& was ready to fufill 
their requeſt: and therefoꝛe fo2 the firft point of their Petiti⸗ 
on, he called foꝛ a ſtaffe to be bꝛought him, and meaſuring 
thereupon the inſt length of his owne arme, deliuered it to the 
Clothiers, ſaying. This meaſure ſhall bee called a pard, and 
no other meaſure th2oughout all the Realme of England ſhall 
be vſed fo2 the ſame, and by this ſhall men buy and ſell, and 
we will ſo pꝛouide, that whoſoeuer he be that abuſeth our ſubs 
iects by any falſe meaſure, that he ſhall not onely pay a fine 
foꝛ the ſane to the King, but alſo haue his body puniſhed by 
impꝛiſonment. And as concerning the ſecond point of your 
Pstition, becauſe of my ſudden departure out of the r= I 
w 


_—_— TS 


of Thomas of Reading. 


know not better how to eaſe you of this griefe ( of crackt mo⸗ 
ney ) this decre J make, becauſe they account crackt money 
not currant, I ſay,none ſhalbe currant but crackt money. And 
therefoze J will giue p2eſent charge, that all the money tho⸗ 
zow the Land ſhall be Cit, and ſo you ſhall ſuffer no loſe. 

But now fo2 your laſt requeſt foꝛ the towne of Yalifar, 
where by thæues your Clothes are ſo often ſtolne from you. 
ſceing the lawes already p2ouided in that caſe are not ſuffici⸗ 
ent to kepemen in awe, it is inded high time to haue ſharper 
puniſhment foꝛ them. 

With that Hodgekins vnmannerly interrupted the King, 
ſaying in bꝛoad Noztherne ſpech,Yea gude faith, mai Liedge, 
the faule eule of mai ſaule, giff any thing will kepe them whi⸗ 
at, till the karles be hanged by the cragge. Ulhat the dule 
care they foꝛ boaring their eyne, ſea lang as they may gae 
groping vp and downe the Country like fauſe lizar lownes, 
begging and craking ? 

The King ſmiling to heare this rough⸗hewen fellow make 
this reply: Content ther Hodgekins,foz we will haue redzeſſe 
fo2 all: and albeit that hanging of men was neuer ſwne in 
England, vet ſœing the coꝛrupt woꝛld is growne moze bold t:1 
all wickedneſſe, J thinke it not a miſſe to oꝛdaine this death 
foꝛ ſuch malefactoꝛs:and pecultarly to the towne of Hallifax i 
giue this pꝛiuiledge, That whoſoeuer they finde ſtealing their 
Cloth, being taken with the gods, that without further iudg⸗ 
ment, they ſhall be hanged vp. 

Thus ( ſaivour Ring) haue J granted what you requeſt, 
and if hereafter you find any other thing that may be god fo: 
pou, it ſhall be granted; foz no longer wauild J deſire to liue 
among vou, then J haue care fo2 the god of the Common⸗ 
wealth, at which woꝛd ended, the Ring roſe from his ropail 
thꝛone, while the Tlothiers on their kners pꝛaped 702 both his 
health: and happy ſucce ile, # hewed themſelues moſh thanke- 
full fo his highneſſe fauoꝛ. Dis maieſtp bending his body to⸗ 
ward them, ſaid that at his home returne, he would ( by the 


grace of God) vilit thein. 
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The plcaſant Hiſtorie 


How theClothiers had provided a ſumptuous feaſt for the 
Kings fonnes, Prince Miliam and Prince Richard at Ger- 
rards Hall, ſnewing alſo what chaunce befell Cutbert of Ken- 
dall at that ſame inſtant. Chap. 5. 

= Me Clothiers departing from the Court in a merry mind, 

ioyłull of their god ſucceſſe,each one to other pꝛaiſed and 
magniſted the Kings great wiſedome and vertue, commend⸗ 
ing allo his affabilitie and gentle diſpoſition, ſo that Hodge- 

{10s affirmed on his faith, that hee had rather ſpeake to the 

Bings Paieſtie, then to many Julktces of peace. Jndeod{ſaid 

Cole) he is a moſt mild and mercikull Pꝛince, à J pzay God 

he mar long raigne ouer vs. Amen ſaid the reſt. 

Then ſaid Cole, My Maſters, ſhall we foꝛget the great cur- 


teſie ofthe Rings ſonnes, thoſe ſwet and gentle Pꝛinces, that 


till ſhewed vs fauour in our ſuite? in my opinion it were rea⸗ 
ſon to gratiſie them in ſome ſoꝛt, that we may not vtterlp bx 
condemned of ingratitude:wherefoꝛe (if you thinke god) wee 
will pꝛepare a banquet foꝛ them at our hoaſt Garrats, who as 


vou kno w, hath a faire houſe, and godly romes : Beſides, the 


man himſelfe is of a moſt couragious mind and god behaui- 
our, ſufficient to entertaine a Pꝛince; his wife alſo is a dain⸗ 
ty fine Coke: all which conſidered, 5 know not a fitter place 
in London. Tis true, quoth Sutton, and ifthe reſt be content, 
J am pleaſed it ſhalbe ſo. At this they all anſwered, Yea, foz 
quoth they, it will not be paſſing foꝛtp ſhillings apece, and 
that we ſhall recouer in our crackt money. 

Being thus agre&d, the feaſt was pꝛepared. Tom Doue 
g uoth they, we will commit the pꝛouiding of muſicke to ther: 
and J ſaid Cole, will inuite diuers of our Merchants and their 
wiues to the ſame. That is well remembzed, ſaid Gray. Up⸗ 
on this they called to their hoaſt and hoſtis, ſhewing their de⸗ 
termination, who moſt willingly ſaid, all things ſhould ber 
made ready, but J would haue two dates libertp, ſaid the god 
wife, to pꝛepare my houle and other things, Content, ſaid the 
Clothiers, in the meane ſpace we will bid our nueſts, and diſ⸗ 


patch 


|, 


— 


of Thowas of Reading. 
patch our other affaire. But Simon of Southhampton char⸗ 


ged his hoſtiſe, that in any caſe ſhe ſhould not foꝛget to make 


cod ſtoꝛe of pottage, It ſhall be done quoth te. 

It is to be remembꝛed, that while tyis yꝛeparation was in 
hand, that Cutb. of Kendall had not foꝛgot his kindnes to his 
hoſtiſſe of Boſomes Inne. Therekoꝛe finding time conucnient 
when her husband was ouerſceing his hapmakers, he gra. 
her in this ſoꝛt, Sweet hoſteſſe, though J were the lait time 
was in towne, ouer bold with you, yet J hope it was not ſo 
offenſiue to you, as you made ſhew foꝛ. Bold my Curb.quoth 
che: thou haſt vowed thy ſelfe my ſeruant: and ſo being, you 
are not to be blamed foꝛ doing what J wild vou. By my hone⸗ 
rie, I could not chuſe but ſmile to my ſelfe, ſo ſone as J was 
out oktheir ſight, to thinke how pꝛettilp you began to bꝛabble. 
But now, quoth he, we will change our chidings to killings, 
and it vereth me that theſe cherry lippes ſhould be ſubieg to 
ſuch a Lobcocke as thy husband. 

Subiect to him, quoth ſher! In faith ſir, no, J will haue mp 
lips at as much liberty as my tongue, the one to ſay what Y 
liſt, and the other to touch whom J like: In troth, ſhall J tell 
the, Cutb. the churles bꝛeath ſmels ſo ſtrong, that 4 care as 
much koꝛ killing of him, as fo2 loking on him: tis ſuch a mil⸗ 
ſhapen mizer, and ſuch a bundle of beaſtlineſle, that J can ne- 
ner thinke on him without ſpitting. Fie vvon him, J would 
my friends had carried me to my graue, when they went with 
me to the Church, to make him my husband. And ſo ſhedding 
a few dilſembling teares ſhe ſtopt. What my ſweet Piſtriſle 
(quothhe )wepe vou? Nay ſi; downe by m2 ſide, and J will 
ſing thee one of my country Jigges to make thie merry, Tilt 
thou in faith ( quoth ſhi 2 ) Pes verily, ſaid Cutbert: and in 
troth, quoth ſhe, ik you fall a ſinging, J will fing with von. 
That is well, you can ſo ſuddenly change your notes, quot! 
Cucbert then haue at it. 

Man Ong have I loud this bonny Latle, 

| Vet durſt not ſhew the ſame, 
Wo. There in you proue your ſelte an Alle, 
Man l was the more to blame, 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


Ter ſtill will I remaineto thee, 
Trang dilly do, trang dilly : 
Thy friend and louer ſecretly, 
Worm. Thou art my one ſweet Lully, 


Man But when ſhall | enioy thee, 
delight of thy faire loue ? 
Wom, Even when thou ſeeſt that fortune doth, 
all manner lets remoue. 
Man O, Iwill fold thee-in my armes, 
| Trang dilly do, trang dilly, 
And keepe thee ſo from ſudden harmes, 
Worm. Thou art my owne ſweet bully. 


Wom. My husband he is gone from home, 
you know it very well, 
Man. But when will he returne againe ? 
Wom, In truth I cannot tell. 
If long he keepe him out of ſight, 
Trang dilly do, trang dilly. 
Be ſure thou ſhalt haue thy delight. 
Man I hou art my bonny laſſie. 
TUhlle they were ſinging this ſong, her husband being on 
a ſudden come home, ſtod ſecretly in a coꝛner and heard all, 
and bleſſing himſelfe with both his hands, ſaid, O ahominable 
dilſumulation, monſtrous hypocriſte, and are you in this hu- 
1102 ? can pou bꝛaule together and ſing together? Mell quoth 
he, J will let them alone, to ſe& a little moꝛe of their knauery. 
Neuer did Cat watch Mouſe ſo narrewly, as J will watch 
them: And ſo going into the Ritchin, her asked his wife if it 
were not dinner time. Euen by and by, husband ( quoth ſhe)- 
the meat will be ready. Pꝛeſently after comes in Hodge kings 
and Martin, who ſtraight asked foz Cut bert of Kendall. An⸗ 
{were was made, that he was in his Chamber. Do when they 
had called him, they wont to dinner: then they requeſted that 
their hoſt and hoſteſſe would ſit with them. 
Puſband,ſaid ſhe,you may go if you pleaſe:but as foz me, J 
will 


w—_ 


of Thomas of Reading, 


will dere pardon, Nay, god wife, goe vp ſaid her husband. 
What woman you muſt beare with your gueſts. Why hul⸗ 
band,qd. the, do you think y any can beare the flirts xfrumps 
which that Noztherne tike gaue mee the laſt time he was in 
towne;now God foꝛgtue me, à had as liefe ſe the diuell as ſ& 
him: therefoze god husband goe vp your ſelfe, and let me a- 
lone,fo2 in faith, I ſhall neuer abide that Jacke while J line. 

Upon theſe woꝛds away went her husband, and though he 
ſaid little hee thought moꝛe. Now when he came vp, his 
cueſts bad him welcome. A pzay you ſit downe, god mine 
hoaſt, quoth they, where is your wife 2 what will not ſhe ſit 
with vs: No verily ſaid he, the foliſh woman hath taken ſuch 
a diſpleaſure againſt Cutbert, that the ſweares ſhe will neuer 
come in his company. Js it fo, ſatd the other? then truſt mer 
we are well agred : and J ſweare by my fathers ſale, qd. hee, 
that were it not mere fo2 god will to you, then loue to her. A 
would neuer come to pour houſe mere. J belœue it well, ſaid 
old Boſome. And ſo with other communication they dꝛoue out 
the time, till dinner was ended. 

After they were riſen, Martin & Hodgekins got them rozth 
About their affaires, but Cut. tok his hoſt by the hand,ſaying, 
My hoſt ile go talk with your wife; foꝛ my part J thought we 
had bin friends: but ſceing her ſtomack is ſo big, and her heart 
ſo great, J will ſ& what ſhe will ſay to me; and with that her 
ſept into the kitchin, ſaying, God ſped you hoſtiſe. Jt muſt 
be when you are away then, ſaid ſhe. Nhat is pour reaſon 
ſaid the other? Becauſe God neuer comes where knaues are 
pꝛeſcnt. Gip godly d2aggletarle,qd. he, had J ſuch a wife, A 
would pꝛeſent her tallow face to the diucli fo a candle. TUith 
that ſhe bent her bzowes, and like a fury of hel began to flte at 
him, ſaying, Why you gag⸗toth iacke, you blinking compa⸗ 
nion, get the out of my kitchin quickly, oz with my powd2ed 
beefs both, J will make pour pate as bald as afriers. 

Get me gon, quoth hee 2 thou ſhalt not bid me twice: out 
you durty heles, you will make pour husbands hare growe 
th2ough his hod J doubt: and with that he got him into the 
Pall, and ſat him downe on the bench =1 his hoaſt, to _— 
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he pleaſant Hiſtorie 


he ſaid: Tis pittie my hoſt, that your aged pceres that loues 
quietneſſe, ſhould be troubled with ſuch a ſcolding queane, J, 
God helpe me, God helpe me quoth the old man, and ſo went 
towards the Stable: which his wife watching,ſuddenly ſtept 


out and gane Cutbert a kiſſe. 


Within an houre after, the old man craftily called fo his 
Nag to ride to field: but aſſone as he was gone, Cutbere and 


his Moſteſſe were ſuch god friends, that they got into one of 


the Aare houſes, and lockt the doꝛe to them: but her huſ- 
band haning ſet a ſpie fo2 the purpoſe, ſuddenly turned backe, 
and called fo2 a capcaſe which lay in the Warehouſe. The ſer⸗ 
uaut could not find the key by any meanes. Whereapon he 
called to haue pᷣ lock bꝛoke open. Which they within hearing, 
opened the doꝛe of their owne accoꝛd. So ſone as herhuſbany 
ſped her in that plate, with admiration he ſaid: O the paſſion 
of my hart, what do you here? what you two that cannot abide 
one another? what make vou ſo cloſe together: is your chiding 
and rapling, bꝛabling and bꝛauling, come to this: O what dil⸗ 
ſc:rblcrs are theſe! Mh, my hoſt qd Catbert what need you 
take the matter ſohotte? I gaue a Cheſe to my country min 

Hodges ins, to lap vp, and deliuered it to pour wife to be kept; 

and then is it not reaſon, that ſhe ſhould come and ſeeke me 
my Cheeſe ; O quoth the old man, belike thedoze was lockt, 
becauſe the chœſe ſhould not run awap. The doꝛe ſaid his wife 
vnknown to vs clapt to it ſelfe, and hauing a ſpꝛing lock, was 
p2eſeatly faſt. Well huſwife, qd he, J will giue vou as much 


credit as a Crocavile, but as foz your companion, J will teach 


him to come hither to loke chœſes. 
And with that he cauſed his men to take him pꝛeſently and 
{0 bind him hand and fofe. Which being done, they dꝛew him 
vp in a basket into the ſmokie louer of the hall, and there they 
did let him hang all that night, euen till the next dap dinner 
tune, when he ſhould haue bene at the banquet with the pꝛin⸗ 
tes: foʒ neither Hodgekins noz Martin could iutreat their in⸗ 
flamed hoaſt to let him downe. 
And in ſuch a heate was he dzinen with vꝛawing him vp, 
hat be was faine to call off his gownes, his cotes, and two 
paire 


of Thomas of Reading. 


paire of his ſtockings, to cole himſelfe, making a vow he ſhols 
hang there 7. yeares, except the kings ſonnes came in perſon 
to beg his pardon, which moſt of all grieued Cutbert. Mhen 
Cole and the reſt ofthe Meſterne Peomen heard hereof, they 
could not chuſe but laugh, to think that he was ſo taken tardy. 

{Lhe yong pꝛinces hauing giuen pꝛomiſe to be with the clo⸗ 
thiers kept their houre, but when all p reſt went to giue them 
entertainment, Simon was ſo buſte in ſupping his pottage, 
that he could not ſpare ſo much time. Ahich when the pꝛin⸗ 
ces ſaw, with a ſmiling countenance they ſaid. Sup Simon 
theres god b2oath, oz elſe beſhꝛew our hoſteſſe : quoth he, ne- 
uer loking behind him to ſ& who ſpake, till the P2ince clapt 
him on the (houlder, But god Lo2d, how blank he was when 
be ſpied them, knowing not how to excuſe the matter. 


Well, the pꝛinces hauing ended their banket, Garrat comes 


and with one of his hands twke the table of ſirteene fte long 
quite fcom the ground onertheir heads, from befoze the pꝛin⸗ 
ces, and ſet it on the other ſide of the hall, fo the great admir⸗ 
tion of all them that beheld if. 

The pꝛinces being then ready to depart, the Clothiers mo⸗ 
ned them iu pleaſant maner, to be god to one of their compa⸗ 
nie, that did neither ſit, lie, noꝛ ſtand. Then he muſt neves 
hang, qd. the Pꝛinces. And ſo he doth, moſt excellent pꝛintes 
gd. they and there withall told them the whole matter. When 
they heard the ſtoꝛie, downe to Boſomes Inne they go, where 
loking vp into the rofe, ſpied poꝛe Cutbert pinned vp in a 
basket, and almoſt ſmoaked to death, who although he were 
greatly aſhamed, vet molf pitifully deſired that they would 
get his releaſed. 

Nhat is histreſpaſſe, ſaid the Pꝛince? Nothing ik it ſhall 
like your. Grace qd.he,but fo2 loking foꝛ a cheſe. But he could 
not find it without my wife, ſaid the godman : the villaine 
had lately dined with mutton, and could not digeſt his meate 
without ch&ſe, foz which cauſe J haue made him to faſt theſe 
twenty houres, to the end he may haue a better ſtomacke to 
eate his dinner, then to vſe dalliance. 
Let me intreate you quoth the Pꝛince, to releaſe him:and if 
D 2 euer 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 
euer hereafter vou catch him in the coꝛne, clappe him in tho 


pownd. Your Grace ſhall requeſt oz command any thing at 


my hand, ſaid the old man, and ſo Cutbert was let downe vn- 


bound, but when he was loſe,he vowed neuer to come within 


that houſe moꝛe. And it is ſaid, the old man Boſome oꝛdained, 
that in remembꝛance of this ded, euery peare once all ſuch as 
came thither to aske fo2 chaſes thould bee ſo ſerued: which 
thing is to this day kept, 


How Simons wife of South-hampton being wholy bent to 
pride and pleaſure, requeſted her husband to ſee London, 
which being gran:ed, how ſhe got good wife Sutton of Sa- 
lisburie to go with her, who tooke Crab to go along with 
them, and how he prophecied of many things. Chap, 6. 


| Y Clothiers being all come from London, Suttons wife 


of Donth-hampfon who was with her husband very me⸗ 
rp and pleaſant, bꝛake her mind vato him in this ſoꝛt: 

Gos 102d husband, will you neuer be ſo kind as let me go 
to London with vou: ſhall J be pend vp in South-hampton, 
like a parret in a cage, oꝛa capon in a cope? J would requeſt 
no moꝛe of pou in lien of all my paines, carke and care, but to 
haue one weeks time to ſx that faire Citie: what is this life ik 
it be not mixt with ſome delight? and what delight is moꝛe 


pleaſing then to ſœ the faſhions and maners of vaknown plas 


ces? Therefoꝛe god husband, if thou loueſt me, deny not this 
{imple requeſt, You know J am no common gadder, noꝛ haue 
oft troubled you with trauell. God knowes, this may be the 
lait thing that euer J ſhall requeſt at pour hands. 

Noman quoth he, J would willingly ſatisſie pour deſtre, 
but you know it is not conuenient koꝛ both of vs to be abꝛoad 


dur charge is ſo great, and therekoꝛe our care ought not to be 


ſmall. If pou will goe your ſelfe, one of my men ſhall goc 
with vou, and money enough vou ſhall haue in your purſe : 
but to go with vou m ſelfe, you le my buſineſſe will not per⸗ 
mit me. 
Nusband ſaid ſhe, J accept pour gentle offer, and it may 
bc 


=> 


of Thomas of Reading. 


be J ſhalintreat my goſſip Sutton to go along with me, Hall 


be glad qd. her husband, pꝛepare your ſetfe when you will. 

When the had obtained this licenſe,ſhe ſent her man wel- 
ſe!] to Salisburp, to know of god wife Sutton if ſhe would 
kepe her company to London. Sutcons wifs being as willing 
to go, as ſhe was to requeſt, neuer reſting till ſhe had gotten 
leaue of her husband; the which when ſhe had obtained, ca⸗ 
ſtingin her minde their p'eaſure-would be ſmall, being but 
they twaine : thereupon the wily woman ſent letters by col- 
terick Crack her man, both to Grayes wife, and F:tzallens 
wife, that they would meet them at Reading, who liking well 
of the match, conſented, and did ſo pꝛouide that they met ac⸗ 
coꝛding to pꝛomiſe at Reading, and from thenco with Coles 
wife they wentaltogether, with each of them a man to Lon⸗ 
don, each one taking vp their lodging with a ſeuerall friend, 

When the Perchants of London vnderſtod they were in 
towne, they inuited them euerp day home to their owae hou- 
ſes, where they had dilicate god chere: and when they went 
abꝛoade to ſ the commodities of the Cittie, the Merchants 
wiues euer boꝛe them compante, being attired moſt daintie 
and fine: which when the Clothiers wines did ſe, it grieued 
their hearts they had not the like, 

Now when they were bꝛought into Cheap⸗ſide, there with 
great wonder they beheld the ſhops of the Goldſ-:mtyes ; and 
on the other ſide, the wealthy Mercers, whoſe ſhogpes ſhined 
with all ſo2ts of coloured ſilks: in Matlingſtrœt they viewed 
the great number of D2apers : in Saint Martins Shama- 
kers:at Saint Nicholas Church, the fleſh ſhambles:at the end 
of tbe old Change, the fiſhmongers: in Candlewerke ſtrte 
the Weauers : then ca ne into the Jewes ftcet, where all the 
Jewes did inhabite : then came they to Blackwell hall where 
the country Clothiers did vſe to merte. 

Afterward they p2oceeded, and came to S. Pauls Church, 
whoſe ſteple was ſo hie, that it ſcemed to pierce the cloudes., 
on the top whereof, was a great and mightie TWether-cocke., 
of cleane ſiluer, the which notwithſtanding ſemed as ſmall 


as a ſparrow to mens cpes, it ſtod ſo exceeding high, the which 
D 3 godly 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 
godly weathercocke was afterwards ſtolen away, by a cem⸗ 
ning cripple, who found meanes one night to clime vp to the 
toppe of the ſtceple, and foke1t downe: with the which, and 
a great ſumme of mony which he had got together by beg 
ging in his life time, he builded a gate on the Nozth-ſive of the 
Citty, which to this day is called Criple⸗gate. 

From thence they went to the Tower of London, which 
was builded by lulius Cælar, who was Emperour of Rome. 
And there they beheld ſalt and wine, which had lien there e⸗ 
uer ſince the Romaines inuaded this land, which was many 
peares befoze our Sauiour Chaiſt was boꝛne, the wine was 
growne ſo thicke that it might haue bin cut like a telly. And 
in that place alſo they ſaw the money that was made of lea- 
ther, which in ancient time went currant amongſt the people. 

When thep had fo their great contentatton beheld all this, 
they repaired to their lodgings, hauing alſo a ſumptuous ſup⸗ 


per oꝛdained fo2 them, with all delight that might bee. And 


you ſhall vnderſtand, that when the countcy weauers, which 
came vp with their dames, ſaw the weauers of Candlewtkes 
ſtret, they had great deſtre pzelently to haue ſome conference 
with them; e thus one began fo challenge the other fo2 wozkes 
manſhip, quoth Weaſell, ile wozke with any of pou all foꝛ a 
crowne, take if you dare, and he that makes his yard of 
cloth ſoneſt, ſhall haue it. You ſhall be w2ought withall, ſaid 
the other, and if it were foꝛ tencrownes : but we will make 
this bargaine, that each of vs ſhall winde their owne quilles. 


_ Content quoth Wealell: and ſo fo wozke they went, but 


Weaſell loſt, Whereupon another of them toke the matter 
in hand, who loſt likewiſe ; ſo that the London weaners tri⸗ 

umphed againſt the country, caſting foꝛth diuers frumps. 
Alas pwze fellowes, quoth they, pour hearts are god, but 
your hands are ill. Tuſh, the fault was in their legges, quoth 
another, pꝛap you friend, were you not bozne at home 2 Why 
doe pou aske quoth Wealcl! ? becauſe, ſaid he, the biggeſt 

plate ofyour legge is next to your thoe, 

Cutbert hearing this, beeing cholericke ofnature, chafed 
like a man of law at the Bar, and he wagers with them foure 
| crownes 
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of Thomas of Reading. 


trownes to twaine, the others agrerd, to wozke they goe: but 
Crab conquered them all. Whereupon, the London weauers 
were nipt in the head like birds, and had not a woꝛd to ſay. 

Now ſarth Crab as we haue loſt nothing, ſo you haue won 
nothing, and becauſe J know, ye cannot be right weauers,cr- 
cept you be god fellowes,therefo2eif you will go with vs, we 
will beſtow the ale vpon you. That is ſpoken like a god fel⸗ 
low and like a weauer, quoth the other, Do long they went as 
it were to the figne ofthe red Croſſe. 

When they were (et downe, z had d2unke well, they began 
merrily to pꝛattle, and to extoll Crab to the skies. Mhere⸗ 
upon Crab pꝛoteſted, that he would coins and dwell among 
them. Nay, that muff not be, ſaid a London weaner ? ths 
King hath giuen vs pztuledge, that none ſhould liue among 
vs, but ſuch as ſerue ſeuen peares in London, With that 
Crab, accozdung to his old maner of pꝛopheſꝑing, ſaid thus: 


1 day is very neere at hand, 

When as the King of this faire land, 
Shall priuiledge you more then ſo - 
Then weauers ſhall in skarlet go. 

And to one brotherhood be brought, 
The firſt is in London wrought, 

When other tradeſ· men by your fame, 
Shall couet all to doe the lame. 


Then (hall you all liue wondrous well, 

But this one thing | ſhall you tell: 

The day will come before the doome, 

In Candle wecke ſtreet ſhall ſtand no loome. 


Nor any weauer dwelling there, 

But men that ſhall more credit beare: 
For Clothing (hall be ſore decayed, 
And men vndone that vſe that trade, 


And yet the day ſome men ſhall ſer, 
This trade againe ſhall raiſed be, 


N 


— 
K — 
— if -—_ „ an = _ 0 * 
- - 
- k 


Ws. 
— 
Sar” 


Wd / If \ 7 


ol BY * 5 # 


l 
7 
- 
: 


The pleaſant Hiſtoric 


x When as Baylifte of Saram towne, < 
. Shall by and purchaſe Biſhops downe. | 


Whcn there neuer man did ſow, 
Greatl(tore of goodly corne ſhall grow ? 
And woad, that makes all colours ſound, 
Shall ſpring vpon that barren ground, 


At that ſame day I ce!] you plaine, 
Who ſo aliue doth then remaine, 
A proper Maiden they ſhall lee, 
With n the towne of Salisburie. 


Of fauour ſweet, and nature kind, 
With goodly eies, and yet ſtat ke blind, 
This poore blind Maideal doe ſay, 

In age ſhall goe in rich array. 


And he that takes her to his wife, 
Shall lead a ioyfull happy life, 

The wealthieſt Clothier ſhall he be; 
That euer was in that country. 


But clothing kept as it hath beene, g 
In London neuer ſhall be ſeene- 

For weauers then the molt ſhall win, 

That worke for cloathing next the skin. 


Till pride the Common-wealth doth peele, 
And cauſeth huſwiues leaue their wheele. 
Then pouerty vpon each fide, 

Vnto thoſe workemen ſhall be tide. 


At that time, from an Eagles neaſt, : 
That proudly builded in the Weſt, 

A ſort ſhall come with cunning hand, 

To bring ſtrange weauing in this land. 


And by their gaines that great will fall, 
They ſhall maintaine the weauers Hall : 
But long they ſhall not flouriſh ſo, 


But folly will them ouerthrow. | 
And 


3 . * . ff * : »S 1 6 x. % » i er x Y F" * eo ty 1 * * * k — - 4 

& ad N. N x * _—_ . * . 1 Tt. N 2 e if) . = #4 1 4. N N 2 "ba "& JS" ST / p . 
8 * 8 iv "> » Sd BF , A Wy, £ = - be ts 3g 0 1 4 . N *; 0 " © " - ry ' N * Y . 2 5 «x mw” | 17 4 * o . . 

29 e. N # ci EY AC”. 2 : 4.4 A 1 # e * As a 8 2 * j 
ES — — — TS» . 7 — Fw * n * ans 
| * . : 

PI vu - ry "7 At N f , o 4 — * K 

1 wy - / bu ! ö . a , 1 * Y 2 a POET : | * 8 +; * A _ 1 4 , * * — 

3 1 1 5 


N 


| A * K 8 * I o « . * 6 N « > K ; | f * 
re ts 2 Rr, 


as a «> amt 


1 2 RA „„ 0 
8 — N 8 —_ — I 2 A. hp Sy k\ CI ” - * 12 


* _ * 
„c es 
a2 


of Thomas of Reading. 
And men ſhall count it mickle ſhame, 
To beare that kind of Weauers name, 
And this as ſure ſhall come to paſſe, 
As here is ale within this glaſſe. 

hen the ſilly ſaules iat ſate about him heard him fpeak 

in this ſozt, they apmired, and honoured Crabbe fo2 the ſame. 
Why my maſters, ſaid Weaſel], doe you wonder at theſe 
words: he will tell you twenty of theſe tales, ſoꝛ which cauſe 
we call him our canuas Pꝛophet: his attire fits his title, ſaid 
they and we neuer heard the like in our liues: and if this ſhold 
be true, it would be ſtrange. Doubt not but it will be true, ad. 
Weaſel : f ile tell you what, he did but once ſœ our Nice 
kiſſe Nel, and pꝛeſentiꝑ he powꝛed out this rim: 
I Thitkille, O Nel, Ood giue thee ioy, 

Will nine months hence breed thee a boy. 

And ile tell you what, vou ſhall heare: we kept reckoning 
and it fell out as iuſt as lones buttockes on a cloſe ſtole, foz 
which cauſe, our maids durft neuer kiſle a man in his ſight:vp⸗ 
on this they bzoke company, e went euer one about his buſt- 
nes, the London weauers to their frames, and the countrey 

fellowes to their dames, who after their great banquetting + 
merriment, went every one home to their owne houſes, though 
with leſſe money then they bꝛought out, yet with moꝛe pꝛide. 

Eſpeciallp Simons wife of @onth-hampton, who told the 

reſt of her goſſips, that ſhe ſaw no reaſon, hut that their huſ⸗ 
bands ſhould maintaine them, aſwell as the Merchants did 
their wives: fo2 Jtellyou what, quoth ſhe, we are as p2oper 
women (in my conceit ) as the pzondeff of them all, as hand⸗ 
ſome of body, as faire of face, our legs as well made, and our 
Fete as fine : then what reaſon is there ( fxing our husbands 
are of as god wealth) but we ſhould be as well maintained: 

Pouſay true goſſip, ſaid Suttons wife: truſt me, it made me 

bluſh, to ſer them bꝛaue it out ſo gallantlp, and ww to goe ſo 
Homely : but befoze God ſaid the other, J will haue my huſ- 
band to buꝝ me a London gowne, oꝛ in faith he wall haue lit- 
tle quiet:ſo ſhall mine ſaid another: and mine to, qd. the third: 
And all of them ſung the ſame note: ſo that when they cane 
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The ben Hiſtorie 


home, their husbands had no little to dae: Eſpecially simon 
whoſe wife daylp lay at him fo; London apparell, to whome 
he ſaid, God woman, be content, let vs gos accoꝛding to our 
place and abilitie: what will the BailFesthinke, if I ſhould 
pꝛanke the vp like a Peacocke, anù thou in thy attire ſurpaſſe 
their wiues? they would either thinke J were madde, o2 elſe 
that J had moꝛe mony then J could well vſe, conftyer J pzay 
thee god wife, thatſuch as are in their youth maſters, doe 
pꝛoue in their age [tarke beggars. 

Belide that, it is enough to raiſe me vp in the Rings boke, 
fs: many times, mens coffers are iudged by their garments ; 
why, we are country folks, and muſt keepeour ſelues in god 
compaſſe: gray ruflet, and god hempe⸗ſpun cloath doth beſt 
become vs; Itellthe wife, it were as vndeſent fo2'vs to gog 
like Londoners, as it is loꝛ Londoners to go like courtiers. 

hat a cople kœpe pou quoth ſhe: are not we Gods crea- 
tures as well as Londoners ? and the Rings ſubiects, aſwell 
as they: then finding our Wealth to be as god as theits, why 
chould we not goe as gap as Landoners : No husband, no, 
here is the faulf, wor are kept without it, onely becauſe our 
husbands be not ſo kind as Londoners: why man, a Cobler 
there kepes his wife better then the belt Clothier in this 
countrep: nay, J will affirms it, that the London Oyſter⸗ 
wines, and the very kitchin⸗ſtuffe cryers, do erced vs in their 
Sundaies attire: nay, moꝛe then that, 4 did ſe the Water» 
bearsrs wife which belongs to one of our Perchants, come 
in with a Tankerd ok water an her ſhoulder, and pet halfe a 
dozen gold reigs on her fingers. Pou may then thinke, wife 
(quoth he ) the got them not withidleneſſe, - 

But wife you mult conũder what London is, the chiefe 
and capitiall Cittie of all the land, a place on the which all 
ſtrangers caſt their eies, it is (wife) the Rings chamber, and 
his Maieſties ropall ſeate: to that Cittie repaires all nati⸗ 
ons vnder h2auen. Therekoꝛe it is moſt mite and conueni⸗ 
ent, that the Citizens of ſuch a Citie ſhould not goe in their 
apparell line Pealents, vut fo2 the credit of our countrep, 
Weare [ach {wmely habites, as do carrie grauitie and comeli⸗ 


nellg 


„ 


of Thomas of Reading; 

neſſein the epes of all beholders. But if we of the cotthfrep 
went ſo (quoth che) were it not as great credit fo2 the land as 
the other? Woman qv. her husband, it is altogether nedleſſe, 
and in diuers reſpects it may not be. UWhy then Jp2ay you, 
quoth the, let vs goe dwell at London. A woꝛd ſone ſpoken, 
ſaid her hushand, but not ſo eaſie to be perfo2med : therefo2e 
wife, I pꝛay the hold thy p2ating,foz thy talke is folith : yea, 
pea husband, your old churliſh conditions will neuer be left, 
you kepe me here like a dꝛudge and a dꝛoile, any ſo you map 
kerpe yonr money in pour purſe , vdu care not foꝛ pour credit, 
but beioze 5 will goe ſo like a ſhepheardeſſe, J will firſt goe 
naked: and J tell you plain, F ſcoꝛne it greatly,that you ſhauld 
clap a gray gowne on my backe, as it I had not bꝛought you 
two peuce: beloꝛe J was married you ſwoꝛe J ſhould haue 
any thing that J requeſted, but now allis foꝛgotten. And 
in ſaping this, ſhe went in, and ſane after ſhe was lo ſicke that 
ner des ſhe muſt go to bed: and when the was laid, ſha dꝛaue 
out that night wich many grieuous groanes, ſighing and ſob⸗ 
bing, and no reit ſhe could take God wot. And in the moꝛning 
When the chould riſe, the god ſoule fell downe in a ſwowne, 
which put her maidens in a great flight, who ruuning dobone 
to their maſter cried out. Alas; alas, our Dame is dead, our 
Dame is dead. The godman heareing this, tan vp in all halt 
and there fell to rubbing and chafing ok her temples; ſen ding 
fo2 aqua vitæ, and ſaying, Ah my ſweet heart, ſpeake to me, 
god wife, alack, alacke,call in the neighbours, pou que mes 
quoth he. With that thee lift vp her head, fetchinga great 
groane, and pꝛeſenly ſwouned againe, and much a doe pwis, 
he had to kepelifein her: but when che was come to hor elfe, 
How doſt thou wife qd he? That wut thou hane ? foz Gads 
ſake tel me it thou haſt a minyto any thing, thou (att haue it. 
Away diſfembler(qd. the)howeang belæue thœ? thou haft 
ſaid to me as much an hundꝛed times, and deceiued me, it is 
thy churliſhneſle that hath killed i iny — was woman 
matcht to ſo vn kind a man: 

Nay god wiſe, ame me not without: caule; 5 God knows 


eth you dearely J loue thx, Loue me mo, no, thou didſt neuer 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 

carry my loue but on the tip of thy tongue, quoth ſhe, J dare 
ſweare thou deſireſt nothing lo much as my death, aud foꝛ my 
part, J would to God thou hadſt thy deſtre: but be content, 
I ſhall not trouble the long: and with that fetching a ſugh, che 
ſwouned and gaue a great groane. The man ſeing her in this 
taſe: was wondꝛous woe: but ſo ſone as they had recouered 
her, he ſaid, O my deare wife, i any bad conceit hath ingende⸗ 
red this ſickeuelle, let me know it; oz if thou knowſt any thing 
that may pꝛocure thy health, let me vnderſtand thereof, and 
J pꝛoteſt thou ſhalt haue it, it it coſt me all that euer J haue. 

O husband, quoth ſhe, how may J credite your wozdes, 

when fo2 a paltrie ſute of apparell you denied mee: Mell wife 
quoth he, thou thalt haue apparell oz any thing elle thou wilt 
requcſt, it God ſend the once health. O huſband, if I may find 
you fo kind, I ſhall thinke my ſelle the happieſt woman in the 
wozld, thy wozds haue greatly comfozted my heart, mee thin⸗ 
keth if had it, Icould dꝛinke a god dꝛaught of teniſh wine. 
Nell, Wine was ſent fo2 : O Lozd, ſaid ſhe, that J had a piece 
of achicken, I fele my ſtomacke deſtrous of ſome meate. Glad 
am J of that ſaid herhusband, and ſo the woman within a few 
daies after was very well. 

But vou ſhall vnderſtand, that her husband was faine to 
dzefſe her London ⸗ like, ere he could get her quiet, nether wold 
it pleaſe her except the ſtuffe was bought in Cheapeſide: foz 
ont of Cheapſide nothing would content her, were it neuer ſo 
god: inſomuch, that if ſhe thought a tayloz of Cheapſide made 
not her gowne, the would ſweare it were quite ſpoiled. 

And hauing thus won her husband to her will, when the 
reſt of the Clothiers wines heard thereof, they would be ſuted 
in the une ſoꝛt to: ſo that euer ſince, the wines of South- 
hampton, Salisburp, of Gloceſter, Mozceſter, and Reading, 

went all as gallant and asbzaue agany Londoners wiues. 


How the Clothiers ſent the King aide into France, and how 
he ouercame his brother Nobert, and brought him into Eng- 
land, and how the Clothiers feaſted his Maieſtie and þ:s 
ſonne at Reading. Chap. 7. 1 7 008 7: 


5 


— 


of Thomas of Reading. | 
He kinges M aieſtie being at the warres in Fraune, a- 


| T%s Lewis the French King,and Duke Rob · rt of No2- 


mandie, ſending fo2 diuers ſupplies of ſouldiers out of Eng- 
land, the Tlothiers at their owne pꝛoper colt ſet out a great 
number, and ſent them ouer to the Ring. 

Which Roger Biſhop of Salisburie, who gouerned the 
Kealme in the Rings abſence, did certiſte the Ring thereof, 
with his letters witten in their commendations. 

And afterward it came to paſſe, that God ſent his Highnes 
victozy ouer his enemies, and hauing taken his bꝛothor pꝛiſo⸗ 
ner, bꝛuught him molt iopfulty with him into England, and 


appointed him to be kept in Cardils caſtle pꝛiſoner, vet with 
this fauour, that he might hunt and hawke where he would 


vp and downe the countrey, and in this ſoꝛt he liued a god 
while, of whom we will ſpeake moze at large hereafter. 


The King being thus come home, after his wintersrelt, he 


made his ſummers pꝛogreſſe into the welt countrep, to take a 
vie bd of all the chtefe townes: whereof the Clothiers being ads 
uertiſed, they made great pꝛeperation againſt his comming, 
becauſe he had pꝛomiſed to viſite them all. 

And whon his-Grace came to Reading, he was entertai⸗ 
ned and receiued with great iop and triumph: Thomas Cole 
being the chie ke man of regard in all the towne, the Ring ho⸗ 
noꝛed his Houſe with his pꝛincely pꝛeſence, where during the 
Kings Joodez he, and his ſon, and Nobles were highly feaſted. 

Tere the Ring beheld the great number ok people, that 
wo by that one man maintained in wozke, whoſe hearty af- 
7.ction and loue toward his Maieſtie did well appeare, aſwell 
by their outward countenances, as their gifts pꝛeſentẽd vnto 
him. Wut of Cole humſelfe the King was ſo weil p2riwadod, 
that he committed ſuch truſt in him, an d put him in great 
authozitie in the towne* Furthermoꝛe the King ſaid, That lo: 
the loue which thoſe people boze tu him liuing, that he would 
lay his bones among them when he was dead. Foz 3 know 
not laid he, where they may be better beſtowed, till the bleſs 


ſed day ol reſurrection, then among theſe my friendes which - 


are like to be happy-partakizrs ofthe ſame, - 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


©ULhereupon his Maieſtie canſed there to be builded a molt 
godly and famous Abbep: in which he might ſhew his deuo⸗ 
{1011 to God, by increaſing his ſeruite, and leaue example to os. 
ther his ſuccelloꝛs to doe thelike. Likewiſe within the towne 
ne after builded a faire and godly taſtle, in the which he often 
eps his Court, which was aplaceof his chiefe reſtdence du⸗ 
ing ht g life, ſaping to the Clothiers, that ſeetng he found them 
ich Faithfull ſubiecs, he would be their neighbor, and dwell 
ROB them. 

Aiter his Maieſties royal feaſting at Reading, he pꝛoccded 
in pꝛogrelle, il he had viſited the whole welt countries, being 
wondꝛouũy delighted, to ſue thoſe people ſo diligent to apply 
their buünes: and comming to Salisburie, the Bichop recei⸗ 
ued his Maieſtie with great ioy, and with triumph attended 
on his G2ace to his palace, where his Highneſſe lodged, 

There dutton the Clothier pꝛeſented his Vighneſſe with a 
bꝛoad cloth, of ſo fine a thꝛœd, and erceding god wozkmanchip 
and there withall of ſo faire a colour, as his G2ace gaue com⸗ 
mendation thereof,and as it is ſatd,he held it in ſuch high eſti⸗ 
mation, that there of he made his parltameat robes r the ficit 


parliament that was euer in England, was graced with the 


Hings perſon in thoſe robes, in requitall whereof his Highnes 
afterward peelded Sutton many pꝛincelp fauours. 
And it is to be remembꝛed, that Simon of South⸗ hampton 
(ſxing the Ring had ouerpaſt the place where he dwell came 
with his wife and ſeruants to Salisburie, and againſt the N. 
going foꝛth of that Cittp, he cauſed a molt pleaſant arbout to 
be made vpon the toppe of the hill leading to Salisburie, 
beſet all with red and white roſes, in ſuch ſozt, that not any 


part of the timber could be ſcene, within the which ſat a mai⸗ 


den attired like a Queen, attended on by a faire traine of mai⸗ 
dens, who at the Kings appꝛoach pꝛeſented him with a Gar- 
land of ſweet flouers, peelding him ſuch hononr as the Ladies 
of Rome were wont to doe to their Pꝛinces alter their victo- 
ries; which the Ling toke iu gracious part, and foꝛ his fare⸗ 
weill from that country, they boze him compauy ouer part of 


fy; Plaine, with the ſound of diuers ſwat inſtruments ol mu⸗ 


licke, 


LS 


of Thomas of Reading; 


ſicke. All which when his G:ace vnderſtod was done af the 
colt of a Clothier, he ſaid he was the moſt honoured by thoſz 
men, aboue al y mean ſubieas in his land: ſohis highnes paſt 
| on to Exceter,hauing giuen great rewards to theſe Maidens. 
4 Thomas Douc and the reſidue of the Clotheirs, againſt hig 
Graces comming thither, had oꝛdained diuers ſumptuous 
ſhewes; firſt, there was one that pꝛeſented the perſon of Au- 
guſtus Cz ar the Emperour, who commanded after the Ro⸗ 
mone inuaſion, that their citie ſhoutd be called Auguſtus af- 
ter his owne name, which befoze time was called lica, and of 

later yeares, Exeter. 2 
There his Maieſtie was royally feaſted ſeauen dates toge⸗ ; 
ther, at the onely coſt of Clothiers, but the diuers delightes oy 
and ſund2y palkimes which they made there befoze the King, * 
and his Nobles, is to long here to be rehearſed, And therekoꝛe 
| J will ouerpaſſe them to auoid tediouſneſſe. 
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Vis Gꝛace then coaſting along the country, at laſt came to 

Glouteſter, an ancient Citie, which was builded by Gloue a 

; Baittiſh King, who named it after his owne name, Gloceſter, 

Pere was his Maieſtie entertained by Gray the Clothier. 

who pꝛofeſt himſelle ta be of that auncient family of Graves, 

whoſe firſt oꝛiginall iſſued out of the auncient and Honoꝛable 
Caſtie and Towne of Rithin. 

Mere was the Ning mot bountifully feaſted, hauing in his 
company his bꝛother Kobert (although his pꝛiſonec the ſame 
time.) And his G2ace being deſirous to ſz the Maidens card 
and ſpinne, they were of purpole (et fo their wozke : among 

whom was faire Margaret with her white hand, whoſe ercel⸗ 
i2ntbeauty haumgpierct the cies of the amozous Duke, it 
made ſuch an impꝛeſlion in his heart, that afterward he could 
| neuer foꝛget her: and ſo veyemeatiy was his affection kinds 


led that he could take no reſt, till by wꝛiting he had bewzaved 
his minde: but ot this we will ſpeaks, moꝛe in anather place: 
and the King at his departure ſaid, that to gratitie the u, he 
would make his ſonne Kober tyeir Eacle, who was the firit 
Carle that euer was 14 Glaccſter. | 
Now when his Glace was cometromthence, hæ went ta 
TAozisfter , 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 
eration in 
all honourable ſozf to reteiue him, which man being bozneof 
great parentage, was not tolearne-how to entertaine his Pa⸗ 
ieſtie, being deſended of that famous family, whoſe patrimo⸗ 
nie lay about the Towne of Oſweſtrie, which Town his pꝛe⸗ 
deceſloꝛs had incloſed with ſtatelp walles of ſtone. 

Although aduerſe foztune had ſo grieuoyſly frowned on 


. ſome of them, that their childꝛen were faine to become frade(- 


men, Whoſe handes were ta them infked of landes, notwith⸗ 
ſtanding God raiſed againe the fame of this man, both-by his 
great wealth, and alſo in his poſteritie, whoſe eldeſt ſon Hen 
ry, the Kings god-ſon, became afterward the Paioꝛ of Lon- 
don, who was the firſt Þaio2 that euer was in that Cittie, 
who gouerned the ſame 23. yeares:and then hi ſonne Roger 
Ficz-allen was the ſecond Maioz. 

The pꝛincelp pleaſures that in Moꝛceſter were ſhown the 
Aing, were man? and maruelous, and in no place had his Ma⸗ 
ieſty reteiued moꝛe delight then here: foꝛ the which at his de⸗ 
parture he did ſhew himlelfe very thankfull. Now when his 


Grace had thus taken view of all his god townes Weſtward 


and in that pzogreſſehad viſited theſe Clothiers, he returned 
to London with great top of his commons. 


How Hedgekins of Hallifax eame to the Court, and complai- 
ned to the King, that his priuiledge was nothing worth, bo- 
cauſe when they found any offender they could not get a 
hangwan to execute him: and how by a Frier a gin was 
deuiſed to chop off mens heads of it ffs. Chap. $. 


A Fter that Hodgkins had got the pꝛiuiledge foꝛ the ftowne, 


NTof Halifax, to hang vp ſuch theues as ſtole their cloath 
in the night, pꝛeſently without any further iudgement, all 
the Clothiers of the towne were erceeding glad, and pezſwa. 
ded themſelues, that now their gods would be ſafe all night, 
without watching them at al, ſo that wheras befoze, the town 


maintained certaine watchmen to kepe their cloath by night, 


they were hereupon diſmiſſed as a thing ne&dleſſe to be done. 
ſuppoſing 
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af Thomof Reading. 


ſuppoſing with themſelues, that (@jng they ſhould be ſtraight 

hanged that were found fauftie in this point, no man would 
bee ſo deſperatp to enterpꝛiſe any ſuch ad. And inded the mat⸗ 
ter being novled thꝛough the whale countrey, that they were 
ſfraight to be 5 did ble ſuch theeuerx, it made many 
lewd liuers to reftaine ſuch theuery. 

Heuertheles, there was at that ſame time liuing, a notable 
Theke named Wallis, whom in the Nozth they called Migh- 
ty Wallis, in regard of his valour and manhod: This man 
being molt ſubtile in ſuch kind of knauerie, hauing heard of 
this late pꝛiuiledge, and therewithallof the Townes ſecuritie, 
ſaid that once he would venture his necke foꝛ a packe of N02- 
therne cloth: and therefoze comming to one 02 two of his com⸗ 
pamons,he askedutthey would be partners in his adueature, 
andit(quoth he) vou will herein hazard yourbodies, you thall 
be ſharers in all ourboties, 

At lefrath by many perſwaſions the men conſented : where⸗ 
upon late in the night, they got them all into a Farriours ſhop, 
and called vp the foltes or the houſe. What the foule ill wald 
vou haue (quoth they )at this time of the night: Wallis anſwe- 
red, ſaying gad fellowes, we would haue you to remoue the 
ſhwes of uf ee ſet them on againe, and foz pour 
paines vou ſhall be well pleaſed. The Smith at length was 
perſwaded and when he had pluckt off al the ſhwes from their 
hozſes fete, they would needes haue them all ſet on againe, 
quite contrary with the cakins foꝛ ward, v ſhould ſtand back- 
ward. Yow?fay,fay man, quoth the Smith, are ve ſicke fules? 
what the dale do you meane to bꝛeake your crags ? guid faith 
A tro the men be wod, Not ſo, Smith qd. they, do thou as we 
bid the, t thou ſhalt haue thy mony: foꝛ it is an old pꝛouerbe, 

Be it better, or he it worſe, 
Pleaſe you the man that beares, the purſe, 
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In the ugzning; lo ſone es the Tlothiers came to the field, 
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they found that they were robd, whereupon one ranne to an⸗ 
other to telltheſe tidings. Now when Hodgkiogs heard ther⸗ 
of, riſing vp in haſt, he wild his neighboꝛs to marke and ſie, if 
they could not deſcrie either the foteſtepyes of men oꝛ Hoꝛſes. 


Tal hich being done, they perceiued that hoꝛſes had bern there, 


and ſeking to purſus them by their foteſteppes, they went a 
cleane contrary way, by reaſon that the hozſes were ſhove 
backward : e when in vaine they had long purſude them, they 
returned, being neuer the neere. Now Wallis ved his feate 
ſo long, that at length he was taken, and two moꝛe with hin: 
whereupon accoꝛding to the pꝛiuiledge ofthe Towne, they put 
Halters about the thæues neckes pꝛeſently to hang them vp. 
Ahen they were come to the place appointed, Wal'is and 
the reſt being out of all hope to eſcape death, pꝛepared them⸗ 
ſelues patiently toſuffer the rigoꝛ of the law. And therewith 
the reſt laping open the lewdneſſe of his life, grieuoullp la⸗ 
menting foz his ſinnes, at length commending their ſoules to 
God, they velded their bodies to the graue, with which ſight 
the people were greatly mwued with pitie, becauſe they had 
neuer (ne men come to hanging befoze; but when they ſhots 
haue biene tyed bp, Hodgecins willed one of his neighbo2s 
to play the Hangmans part, who would not by any meanes 
doe it, although he was a very poꝛe man, who foꝛ his paines 
ſhould haue bin polleſt of all their apparell. When he would 
not peeld to the office, one of thoſe which had his cloth ſtolen, 
was commanded to doe the derd; but he in linke maner would 
not, ſaping : When J haue the skill to make a man, J will 
hang a man, if it chance my woꝛkmanſhip do not like me, 
And thus from one to another, the office of the hangman 
was poſted off. At laſt a Rogue came by, whom they would 
haue compelled to haue done that ded, Nay, my maſters, qu 
he, not ſo: but as vou haue got a pꝛiuiledge ſoꝛ the Towne,ſo 
you were beſt to pꝛocure a Commiſſion to make a hangman, 
oꝛ elſe yon are like to be without foꝛ me. Neingboz Hodg eins 
quoth one, J p3ay pou do this officc your ſeife, you haue had 
moſt lolle, and thercioze pou ſhould be the moſt readie te hang 


them your lelfe, No not 3 (quoty Hodgkings)thongh my loſſe 


were 
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of Thomas of Reading. 
were ten times greater then it is, notwithſtanding lon which 
of theſe thieues will take vpon him to hang the other, thall 
haue his lite ſaued, otherwiſe they ſhall all to pꝛiſon till J can 
pꝛouide a hangman. 

When Wail's ſaw the matter bzought to this paſſe, he be⸗ 
gan ſtoutiy to replo, ſaping, My maſters of the Zown of Bas 
lifar, though your pꝛiuiledge ſtretch to hang men vp pꝛeſent⸗ 


lp that are found ſtealing your gods, yet it giues pou no wars 


rant to impꝛiſon them till you pꝛouide them a hang nan, my 
ſelfe, with thele my keillowes, haue here prelded our ſelues ta 
ſatiſũe the Law, and ifit be not perfo2med, the fault is pours, 


and not curs, and therefoze we humbly take ouc leaue: krom 


the gallowes the ron, of Auguſt. And with that he leapt fcom 
the ladder, and hirld the halter at lol gekings fate. 

TUhen the Clotgiers (aw this, they knew not what to ſay, 
but taliing them by the lleeues, entreated to haue their owne 
againe. Not ſo qd, Wallis, you get nat the value of a packe oꝛ 
a bawby ; we haue itolen your cloth, then why doe pon not 
hang vs: here we haue made our ſelues ready,andif you wil 
not hang vs, chuſe. A plague on you, quoth he, vou haue hin⸗ 
dꝛed me God knowes what, 4 made account to dine this dan 
in heauen, and you kepe me here on earth where there is not 
a quarter ot that god cheare. The foule cuil tale you ail, 4 


was fully pꝛouided to giue the gallowes a bar on the care, and 


now God knowes when J ſhall be in fo god a nude againe: 
and ſo he with the reſt of his companions departed. 

When Hodgekings ſaw, that notwithſtanding their the- 
uery, how they flowted at their lenitte, he was much moued 
in minde: and as he ſtod in his dumps chewing his cud, mꝛ⸗ 
king his dinner with a dich ofmelancholy, a grey Frier reuc⸗ 
reatly ſalufed him in this ſozt ; All hule, godman c4odg:- 
kings, happineſte and health ve euer with you, and to all ſup- 

ꝛclloꝛs of lewd liuers, God len? euealaſting iopes. 

Jam ſoꝛp godman Hodge kings, that the great pꝛiuiledge 
which cur Ring gaue to this towne, comes to no greater pur⸗ 
poſe ; better far had it bin that it had neuer biene geaunted, 
then ſo lighllp regarded: the towne hath ſuffered thꝛongh their 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie | 
owne peuithneſſe, an euerlaſting tepꝛoch this day, onelp be⸗ 
cauſe folith pitty hath hindꝛed iuſtice. 

Conſider, that com paſſion is not fo be had vpon thenes and 
robvers : pitty onely appertaineth to the vertuous ſoꝛt, who 
are duerwhelmed with the waues of miſerie and miſchaunce. 
What great cauſe cf boldneſſe haue pou giuen to bad liuers, 
by letting theſe fei ves thus to eſcape, ⁊ how ſhall you now 
keepe your gods in ſatetie, ſœing vou fulfill not the law which 
ſti ld be pour dekence: neuer thinke that theeues will make 
any conſcience to carcy away your gods, when they find them 
ſelues in no danger of death, who haue moꝛe cauſe to pꝛaiſe 
Pon: pitty, then commend pour wiſedome: wherctoze in time 
ſeeke to pꝛeueut the enſuing eu. 

Foz my owne part, Jhaue that care of pour god, that | 
would wozke all god meanes 792 your beneftt, and pet not ſo 
wuch in reſpec of pour pꝛoft, as foꝛ the deſire J haue to vp⸗ 
hold tuffice, and ſeeing J find yon and the reſt ſo womanich, 
that you could not find in pour hearts to hang a thiefe, J haue 
deuiſed how to make a gin, that ſhall cut off their heads with⸗ 
out mans helpe, and if the King will allow thereof, 

When Hodgekins heard this he was ſomewhat comfoꝛted 
in mind, and ſaid tothe Frier, that if by his comming he would 
perloꝛ ne it, he woulo once againe make ſute to the King to 
haue his grant foꝛ the ſa ne. The Frier willed him to haue no 
doubt in him: and (6 when he had deuiſed it, he got a Car- 
penter to frame it out ok hand. 

Hodgehins in the meane tune poſted vp to the Cont, and 
told his Haieſbie that the pꝛiuiledge of Hallifax was not 
woꝛth a pudding. (hp ſo, ſaid the Ring? Becauſe, quoth 
Hoden we can get neuer a hangman to truſſe our thæues, 
but il it ſhall like your god G2ace, (quoth ye / there is a feate 
Frier, that will make vs a deuice, which thall without the 
hand ok man cut off the cragges of all ſuch Carles, if pour 
Mateſtie wilt pleaſe to allow thereof, 

The Ming vnderſtanding the full effect of the matter, at 
length granted his petition: whereupon till this dap, it is ob⸗ 
ſexued in Halifax, that ſuch as are taken ſtealing of their cloth 
haue their heads chopt off with the lame gin. How 


of Thowas of Reading, 


How the Bailiffes of Lon don could get no man to bea Catch» 
pole, and how certaine Flemings too ke that office vpon 
them, wheicot many of them were fledde into this Realme, 
by reaſon of certaine waters that had drowned a great part 
of their Countrey, Chap. 9. 


Ve Citty of London being at that time gouerned by Bai⸗ 
liffes, it came to paſſe, that in a certaine fray two of their 
Catch⸗poles were killed, fo2 at that tine they had not the 
the naue Sergeants: and pou ſhall vnderſtand, that theit of- 
fice was then ſo much hated and deteſted of Eagliſh nen, that 
none of them would fake it vpon him: ſo that the Baitiffes 
wers glad to get any man whatſoeuer, aad to giue him certain 
wages to perfoꝛme that office, | 
It came to palle as Jſajd befo2e, that tws of their offices 
by arreſting of a man. were at one inſtant ſlaine, by meanes 
whereof the Bailiffes were enfo2ced to ſeke others to put in 
their comes, but by ns meanes could they get any, wherefoze 
accoꝛding to their wonted manner, they made p2oclamation. 
that ik there were any man that would pꝛeſent himſelfe befo:c 
thein, he ſhould not onely be ſettled in that office during their 


hucs, but alſo ſhould haue ſuch maintenance and allowance, 


as foꝛ ſuch men Was by the Cittie pꝛouided: and notw:thita:1- 
ding that it was an Office molt necellarxp in the Co umon 
wealth, pet did the pꝛeſt ric elpiſe it, that hugs in any 
eſtunation among his neighborts, 

At laſt a couple of Fieungs, Which were lled ino this 
land, by rcaſon that their cou:rtrey was d2ow.ted with the ſex, 
heating the pꝛocla nation, offered themſelues vato the Bap⸗ 
liffgs, to ſecue in this plate, who were pꝛe ently receined an 
accepted, x acco2ding to oꝛder Had garmen's giuen the, which 
were of 2. coloꝛs, blue ⁊ red, their coates, bꝛeeches ſtockin gs, 
whereby they were knowne and diſcerned fcom other nen. 

Mitoin halſe a peare after, it cams to paſfe, that noms 
Doue of Exeter tàme vp to London, who hauing vy his iolli⸗ 
ty and god fel owhip, brought — greatip behind hand, 
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was in danger fo diners men ofthe Citty, among the reſt, one | 
of his Croditoꝛs feed an Oſfieer fo arreſt hin. The Dutch⸗ 


e 


N 


=] | man thathad not bin loug experienced in ſuch matters, and 
= 4 hearing how many of his fellowes had bin killed fo2 altemp⸗ 
2 ning to arreſt men, ſtodquiuering and quaking in a coꝛner ß 
Q the ſtreet to watch fo2 Thomas Doue, and hauing long wai⸗ * 


ted, at length he ſpted him: wherenpon he pꝛepared his mace 
ready, and with a pale countenance pꝛoceded to do his office; 
at what tune comming behind the man, ſuddenly with his 
mace he knockt him on the pate, ſaying, I arreit yon, giuing 
him ſuch a blow, that he kell hun to the ground. 

The Catchpele thinking he had killed the man, he left his 
Mace behind hun and ranne awap: the creditoꝛ he ranne after 
him calling and crying that he ſhould turne agate: But the 
Fleming would not by anß mean es turne backe, but got him 
quite out of the Citty, and toke Sanguarp at Aeſtnuaſter. 

Doue being come to hüuſefe, aroſe and went to his Inne, | 
no man hindꝛing his paſſage, being not a litite glav he is eca⸗ | 

cd the daunger. Vet neuerthelelle, at his next conummg [9 Y 
London, another Catchpole met with hun, and aricltes hin tin ; 
the Kings name; | 

Doue being diſmaied at this miſchteuous miſchance, knew | 
not what to doe: at laſt he requeſted the Catchpole that he | 
would not viciently caſt him in pꝛiſon, but Cay till ſuch tune | 
as he could ſend fo2 a friend to be his ſurety ; and although 
kindneſſe in a Catchpole be rare, vet was he wen with faire 
Woꝛds to doe him this fauvur : whereupon Douwe deſired one 
fo go? to his Yolt larrat, who immediatly came bnto him, and 
offered hüimſelle to be Doues ſurety. 

The Officer, who neuer ſaw this man befoze, was much 
mazed at his light: foz larra was à great and a mighty man : 
of body,of countenance «rim, and excerding high of ſtaturs, ſo } 
that the Catchpole was wonderfuliy afraid, asking if he could 

find neuer a ſurety but the diuell, molt fearefully intreating - 
him fo conture hin away, aud he would doe Daue any fauo?. 
UWlhat,will pou not take my wozd gd. l rrac?fir qd.the Catchs 

vole, if it were for any matter in hell, J would take your wozd 

| 6s 


7 " . 
. - . . 
EL a 
. 
* 1 N * 1 8 
«a 6 x 
4 n 
. * 5 2 17 
ARID oo tins , 


12 


j — * 

a AD OR 2 

— 4 a! — 
2 7 . 


* 2 farm 


er 
22 


rene 


CT A "I CM \ © 


. * : "3 M ** MW - =." Y 4 - 7 . * 

1 9 1 * 4 1 1 " | * F 
2 e 1 ps”, * a7 * Wi 
220 . LF a \ vole PIX 4# LR Mg, 983 

# 2. 46m A, EPR a 1 f 
N 1 87 v 1 \ N 2 


3 
5 * 
Wo 


SY” $6.» 50 
ah 4 FL 
9 
— 


< 


Ny 


"aw" | 5 1 
ö 


— 
44 


1 


* 
n * 
* ” % * . 4 H 
% wy 6 N N 
HPDNVOME SS WAS IST 
* 40 N 25 * 1 
1 n 


% % " k 
— - a. VS. St 5 
. 8 4 4 A * Wh £E\ 
IRA IRE RAR 
” "LY * * 


* 


* 
A 


WY OM 
= 
s 


+.» | . K 
: — Lb * Jabal? d » 4&3&WM! * * 
* * 2 * . F . > 2 ws * *» „111 — * 4 
— — A 1 wn} * 
a 0 © * 1 ; = 
ww 


% 
5 TIT | 
U 
* . 


* 


of Thomas of R eading. 
as ſoite as any diuels in that place, but ſiring it is foꝛ a mat⸗ 
ter on earth, J would gladly haue a ſurety, | 

Why thou whoꝛſon critet ( quoth larcet) thou maggat⸗a⸗ 
pie, thou ſpinner, thou paultrie ſpider, doſt thou take me fo} 
a Dineil? Dita, take my wo2d,J charge the fo2 this man oꝛ 
elſe godman buttertlie, ile make the repent it. The officer, 
while he was in the houſe, ſaid he was content, but ſone as he 
tame into the ſkrœt, he cried, ſaying: Helpe, helhe, god neigh⸗ 
bozs, 02 elſe the Diuill will carry away my pꝛiſonec:no:with⸗ 
ſtanding, there was not one man would ſtirre to be the Catch- 
poles aide. Which when he ſaw, he toke faſt hold on Thomas 
Doue, and would not by any meanes let him go. 

lartet ſting this, made no moꝛe to doe, but comming ta 
the Officer, gaue him ſuch a fillop on the foꝛehead with his 
finger, that he fell the pwze Fleming to the ground: and while 
he lay in the ſtrerte ſtretching his hæles, larcat toe Doue 
vnder his arme and carried hin home, where he thought him⸗ 
ſelfe as ſafe; as Lung Charlemaine in mount Albon. 

The next mozning.larret conueped Doue out of Towne; 


who afterward kept him in the countrey, and came no moꝛe 


in the Catchpoles clawes. 


How Duke Robert came a wooing to Margaret with the white 
hand, and how he appointed to come and ſteale her away 
from her Maſtets. Chap. 10. 


T: Be beautifull Margaret, who had now dwelt with her 
Dame theſpace of foure yeares, was htxoly regarded 
and ſecretly belaued of many gailant and woꝛthy Gentlemen 
ofthe countcey, but ot two moſt eſpecially, Date Koberr, and 
Sir Vi!l;am Ferris. It chaunced on a time, that faire Marga- 
ret with many others of her Paſters folkes, went a hap⸗ma⸗ 
king attired in a red ſfammell peticoate, and a bꝛaad ſtraun: 
hatte vpon her head, ſhe had alſo a Hhag⸗fo Re, and in her lappe 
ſh& dio carry her bꝛeak⸗faſt. As he went along, Dake Ko- 
bert, with one oz two £f his BGpers, met with her, whole 
guiable ſight did now anew re-inkindle the {cet fice of laua, 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


which long lay ſmothering in his heart. Wherefoze meeting 
her ſo happily, he ſaluted her thus friendly. | 
Faire maid god mozrow, are you walking fo diligently to 
your labour? Ne des mult the weather be faire, when the Sun 
ſhines ſo cleare, and the hay holeſome that is dꝛied with ſuch 
ſplendant raves. Kenowned and moſt notable Duke (qd ſhe) 
poꝛe harueſt folkes p2ay foꝛ faire weather, and it is thelabo- 
ers comfozt to ſæ his wozke p2ofſpgr,and the moe happy may 
we count the day, that is bleed with your pancely p2eſence : 
but moze happy ſaid the Dre, are they which are conuerſant 
in thy company. But let me intreat thre to turne backe to thy 
Maſters with me, and commit thy fozke to ſome that are fitter 
fo2 ſuch fople : truſt me, methinks thy dame is to much ill 
aduiſed, in letting thee fo ſuch homely buſtnes. muſe thau 
canſt indure this vile beſe ming ſermtude, whoſe delicate lims 
were neuer framed to pꝛoue ſuch paiutull experiments. 
Albeit, quoth ſhe, it becommeth not me to controule pour 
iudiciall thoughts, vet, were you not the Duke, J would ſay, 
Pour opinion deceiued pou:though pour faire epes ſcemcleare, 


pet I deemed them vn perfect, ik they caſt befoꝛe your mind ang 


:hadow oꝛ ſparke of beauty in me: But J rather thinke, be- 
cauſe it hath bene an old ſaying, that women are pꝛoude to 
heare themſelues pꝛaiſed, that pou either ſreake this, to dꝛiue 
away the time, o2 to wꝛing me from my to apparaut imper⸗ 
fections. But J humbly intreate pardon, to long haue 4 fo2e- 
flowed my buſinefſe, and ſhewen mp ſelke ouer bold in pour 
p2eſence ; and therewith, with a courtly grace, bending her 
knees tothe courteous Duke, ſhx went fozward to the field, 
and the Duke tothe Zowne of Gloceſter. > 
Vlhen he came thither, he made his Keper great cheare, in⸗ 
treating them they would giue him reſpiteto be awhile with 
old Gray; foʒ we twaine mult haue a game oꝛ two, quoth he: 
and foꝛ my ſafe returne, J gage to vou my pꝛincely wo d, that 
as J am a true night and a Gentleman, J will returne ſafe 
to pour charge againe. 
The keepers being content, the Duke departed, and with 
old Gray goes to the field, to peruſe the TAozkefolkes, — 
while 


i 
. 


— 


of Thomas of Reading. 
while Gray found himlelte buſie in many matters, he tok op⸗ 
poꝛtunitp to talke with Margaret; ſhe who by his letters be⸗ 
foze was pꝛiuie to his purpoſe ; gueſt befoꝛe hand the cauſe of 
his comming: to whom he ſpake to this effect: 

Faire Maide, J did long ſince manifeſt my lone to tha by 
my letter tell me therefoze,werett not better to be a Dutches 
then d2udge ? a Lady of high reputation, then a ſeruant of 
ſimple degree? with me thou mightelt line in pleaſure, where 
here thou d2awelt thy dates foꝛth in paine; by my loue thou 
thouldſt be made a Lady of great treaſures : where now thou 
art poꝛe and beggarly ; all manner of delights ſhould then at- 
tend on the, and whatſoeuer thy heart deſireth, thou ſhouldft 
haue: wherefoꝛe ſceing it lies in thy owne choice, make thy 
ſelfe happy, by conſenting to my ſuite. 

Dir ( quoth the ) J confeſſe your loue deſerues a Ladies fa- 
1102, your affection a faithfull friend, ſuch a one as could make 
but one heart and minde of two hearts and bodies; but farre 
unfit it is that y Turtle ſhould match with the Cagle, though 
her loue bs neuer ſo pure, her wings are vaftt to mount ſo 
high. NAhile Thales gazed on the ſtarres, he ſtunbled in a pit. 
And they that clime vnadutſedly, catch a fall ſuddenly: what 
auaileth high dignitie in time of aduerſity 2 it neither helpeth 


the ſoꝛrow of the heart, noꝛ remoues the bodies miſerie:as fo: 


wealth and treaſure, what are thep, but foztuncs baits to bꝛing 
men in danger: god foꝛ nothing but to make people foꝛget the- 
ſelues: and whereas you alleadge pouerty to be a hinderer of 
the hearts comfozt, I find it in my ſelfe contrary, knowing 
moꝛe ſurety to reſt vnder a ſimple habite, then a ropall robe: 
and verily there is none in the woꝛld poꝛe, but they y thinke 
themſelues pœꝛe: fo2 ſuch as are indued with content, are rich 
hauing nothing els, but he that is polleſſed with riches, with⸗ 
out content, 1s moſt wꝛetched and miſerable. UWtherefoze moſt 
Noble Duke, albeit J account my life vnwoꝛthy of pour leaſt 
fauo2, vet J would deſtre you to match pour loue to pour like, 
and let me reſt to my rake, and vſe np fozke foz my liuing. 
Conſider, faire Margaret (quoih he) that it lies not in mans 
power to place his loue where he liſt, being the wozke * 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


—, bigh deity.A bird was neuer ſcene in Pontus, noꝛ true lone in 


a fleeting mind: neuer (hall J remoue the affection of my heart 
which in nature reſembleth the ſtone Abiſton, whole fire can 
neuer be coled : wherefoꝛe ſwet Maiden giue not obſtinate 
deniall, where gentle acceptance ought to be receiued. 
Faire ſir(quoth the conſider what high diſpleaſure may riſe 
by a raſh match, what danger a Rings frownes may bꝛæd, my 
wozthleſſe matching with your Rotalty,may perhaps regaine 
Pour libertie, and hazard my life; then call to mind how little 
pou ſhould enioy pour loue, o2 J my wedded Loꝛd. 

The Duke at theſe woꝛds made this reply, that if the conſen⸗ 
ted, ſhe ſhould not dꝛead any danger. The thunder (quoth he 
is dꝛiuen away by ringing of belles, the Lions wꝛath quali⸗ 
fied by a y&lding body : how much moꝛe a Bꝛothers anger 
with a Bꝛothers tatreaty 2 By me he hath receiued many fa- 
1102s, and neuer pet did he requite any one of them: and who 
is ignoꝛant that the P2incely Crown which adozneth his head 
is my right? all which J am content he ſhall ſtill enioy, ſo he 
_ my kindneſſe. But ik he ſhould not, then would J be 
like thoſe men ( that eating of the tre Lutes) foꝛget the coun⸗ 
try where they were boꝛne, and neuer moꝛe ſhould this clime 
touer my head, but with the would J line in a ſtrange land, 


being better content with an egge in thy company, then witz 


all the delicates in England. 

The Maiden hearing this, who with many other woꝛdes 
was long woed, at laſt conſented ; where yelding to him her 
heart with her hand, he departed, appointing to certifie her 
from Cardiffe Caſtle, what determination he would follow: 
fo taking his leaue of Gray, he went to his bꝛothers, and with 
them poſted to Cardiffe. F 

Nou it is tobe reazembzed, that fir William Ferrers with⸗ 
in a day oꝛ two after came vnto Grayes houſe, as it was his 
oꝛdinary cuſtome, buf not ſo much ywis foꝛ Grayes company, 
as fo2 the minde he had to Margaret his Maide, who although 
he were a married man, and had a faire Lady to his wife, pet 
he laid hard ſiege to the foꝛt of this Paidens chaſtity, hauing 
with many faire woꝛds ſought to allure hec, and by the offer of 
lundzy rich gifts to tempt her. But whe the law, that by a hun⸗ 
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of Thomas of Reading. 
dzed denials the could not be rid ofhim, ſhe now chanced on a 
ſudden to giue him ſuch an anfwere, as dꝛoue him from a de- 
ceit into ſuch a conceit, as neuer after that time he trouble 
her. 

Sir William Ferrers being verpimpoztunate to haue her 
grant his deſire, and when after ſundꝛy aſſaults the gaue him 
{fill the repulſe, he would nedes know the reaſon why the 
would not loue him, quoth he, if thou didft butconfider who 
he is that ſeeketh thy fauour, what pleaſure he may doe ther 
by his purſe, t what credit by his countenance, thou wouldft 
neuer ſtand on ſuch nice points, Af J be thy friend, who da⸗ 
reth be thy foe 2 and what is he that will once call thy name 
in queſtion foꝛ any thing? therfoze ſwet girle, be better adui⸗ 
ſed, and refuſe not my offer being ſo large. 

ELruely fir Wiitam( quoth ſhe ) though there be many rea⸗ 
ſons to make me deny pour ſuite, pet is there one aboue the 
reſt that cauſes me J cannot loue you. Now J p2ay the, my 
wench let me know that quoth he, and J will amend it what 
ſoeuer it be. Pardon me ſir, ſaid Margaret if J thou!d ſpeake 
my mind, it would poſſibly offend you, and do me no pleaſure 
becauſe it is a defect in nature, whith no phiſicke can cure, 
Dir william hearing on her ſo, being abaſhed at her ſp&ch, 
ſaid, Faire Margaret, let meſ( if J may obtaine no moꝛe at thy 
hands pet intreat the to know what this defect ſhould be, I 
am not w2p-neckt, crok⸗led d, ſtub⸗ffoted, lame⸗handed, noꝛ 
bleare-eped : what can make this miſltke { J neuer knew as 
ny body that toke exceptions at my perſon befoze. 

And the moze ſoꝛrie am J quoth ſhe, that J was ſo mala- 
pert to ſpeake it, but pardon my pꝛeſumption, god ſir Wil- 
liam, XJ would Jhad bene like the ſtozke fongueleſſe, then 
ſhould J neuer haue cauſed pour diſquiet. Nay,ſweet Marga- 
ret, quoth he, tell me deare loue, I commend thy fingleneſſe 
of heart, god Margaret ſpeake. God ſir Willi im let it reſt 
quoth ſhe, J know you will not belæue it when J haue re- 
uealed it, neither is it a thing that you can helpe: and pet ſuch 
is iny foliſhneſſe, had it not bene foꝛ that, J thinke verily I 
had graunted your ſuite ere now, But ſeing you vrge meſs 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


much to know what it is, J will tell pou: it is ſir, pour ill⸗ 
fauoured great noſe , that hangs ſagging ſo lothſomely to pour 
lips, that J cannot find in my heart ſo much as to kilſe you. 

Nhat, my noſe quoth he? ts iy noſe ſo great and J neuer 
knew it: cortainly I thought my noſe to be as comely as any 
mans: but this it is, we are all apt to think well of our ſelues, 
and a great deale better then we ought : but let me ſee my 
noſe! by the maſſe tis true, J do now ferle it my ſelfe : God 
1.02d, how was J blinded befoze : Hereupon it is certaine, 
that the knight was dꝛiuen into ſuch a conceit, as none could 
perſwade him but his noſe was ſo great inded; his Lady, oꝛ 
any other that ſpake to the contrarie, he would ſay they were 
flatterers, and that they lied, inſomuch that he would be rea- 
dy to ſtrike ſome of them that commended and ſpake well of 
his noſe. Ik they were men of woꝛlhip, o2 any other that con⸗ 
traried him in his opinion, he would ſweare they flowted him, 
and be ready to challenge them the field. He became ſo aſha- 
med of hunſelfe, that after that day he would neuer goe a- 
bꝛoad, whereby Margaret was well rid of his company. 

On a tine, a wiſe and graue gentleman ſeeing him groun⸗ 
ded in his conceit ſo ſtrongly, gaue his Lady counſell, not to 
contrary him therein, but rather ſay that ſhe would ſ&ke out 
fome cunning Phiſitian to cure him: foꝛ, ſaid he, as ſir Willi- 
211 hath taken this conceit of himſelfe, ſo is he like neuer to 
heare other opinion, till his owne conceit doth remoue it, the 
which mult be wiſely w2ought to bꝛing it to paſſe. 

TWhereupon the Lady hauing conferred with a Phiſitian 
that bare a great name in the countrey , her vndertwke to re⸗ 
moue this fond conceit by his skill. The day being appointed 
when the Phiſitian ſhould come, and the knight being told 
thereof, fo2 very top he would goe fozth to meete him, when a 
woman of the Zowne ſaw the Knight, hauing heard what ru⸗ 
102 went becauſe of his noſe, thx loked very ſtedfaſtly vpon 
him: the Kntgh caſting his eye vpon her, ſ&ing her to gaze ſo 
wiſtly in his face, with an angry countenance, ſaid thus to 
her, Ahy how now god hulwife, cannot you get you about 
your buſines: The woman being a ſhzewiſh queane, anſwe⸗ 
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of Thomas of Reading. 


red him tuttedly. No mary tan J not qv. the, No, von db 
What is the cauſe, ſaid the Knight 2 Becauſe, quoth He. your 
noſe ſtands in my way: wherewith the Knight being very 
angry, and abathed, went backe againe to his houſe. 

The Phiſitian being come, her had filled a certaine blad⸗ 
der with ſheepes blod, and conueyed it into his ſlerue, where 
at the iſſue of the bladder he had put in a pæte of a ſwane quil 
thꝛough the which the bloud ſhould runne out of the bladder 
ſo cloſe by his hand, that he holding the night by the noſe, it 
might not be perceiued, but that it iNued thence. All things 
being pꝛepared, he told the knight, that by a foule cozrupt blood 
where with the veines of his noſe were ouercharged, his im⸗ 
pediment did grow, therloꝛe quoth he, to haue redreſſe foꝛ this 
diſeaſe, you muſt haue a veine opened in pour noſe, whence 
this foule coꝛruption mull be taken: whereupon it will follow, 
that your noſe will fall againe to his naturall pꝛopoꝛtion, and 
neuer ſhall you be troubled with this griefe any moꝛe, and 
thereupon will J gage my life. 

J p:ay vou Maſter Doctoꝛ ſaid the Knight, is my noſe ſo 
big as you make it? With reuerence I may ſpeake it, ſaid the 
Phiſitian, to tell the truth, and auoid flattery, J neuer ſaw 
a moꝛe miſhapen noſe ſo foule to ſight, Loe you now Madam, 
quoth the Unight, this is you that ſaid my noſe was as well, 
as hand ſome, and as comelp a noſe as any mans. 

Alas ſic qv. ſhe, J ſpake it ( God wot ) becanſe you ſhaul> 
not gricue at it, noꝛ take my woꝛds in ill part, neither did it 
indeed become me to millike of pour noſe, 

All this we will quickly remedy, ſaid the Phiſitian, haue ng 
doubt: and with that, he very oꝛderly pꝛickt hun in the noſe, 
but not in any veine whereby he might bloed: and pꝛeſently 
hauing a tricke finely to vnſtop the quill, the blod ranne into 
a baſon in great aboundance:and when the bladder was emp» 
ty, and the baſon almoſt full, the Phiſitian ſœmed to cloſe thc 
veine, and asked him how he felt his noſe, ſhewing the great 
quantitic of filthy bloud which rom thence he had taken. 

The night beholding it with great wonder, ſaid he thought 
that na man in the wozld had bin n with lucy abun 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


dance of coꝛrupt bloud in his whole bodie, as lay in his mii⸗ 
ſhapen noſe, and therewithall he began fs touch and handle 
his noſe, ſaping, that he felt it mightily aſwageo, Immediatly 
a glaſſe was bꝛought wherein he might behold himſelfe. Bea 
mary qd. he now J pꝛaiſe God, J ſe my noſe is come into 
ſome reaſonable pꝛopotion, and J fele my ſelfe very well ea⸗ 
ſed of the burthen thereof; but if it continue thus, thats all. J 
will warrant pour wozſhip, ſaid the Phiſitian, fo2 ener being 
troubled with the like againe, Whereupon the knight recei⸗ 
ued great top, and the Doctoz a high reward. 


How Thomas of Reading was murdered at his Hoſts houſe of 
Colebrooke, whoalio had murdre.i many betore him, and 
how their wickedneſſe was at length reucaled, Chap. 14, 


IT: Homas of Reading hauing many occaſtons to come to 
ondon, aſwell about his owne affairs, as alſo the Rings 
buſineſſe, being in a great office vnder his Paieſtie, it chan⸗ 
ced on a time, that his Hoſt and Hoſteſſe of Colebzoke, who 
thꝛough couetouſnes had murdered many of the gueſts, and 
bauing euery time he came thither great ſtoꝛe of his mony to 
lay vp, appointed him to be the next fat pig that ſhould be kil⸗ 
led: F021t is to be vnderſtod, that when they plotted the mur⸗ 
der of any man, this was alwaies their terme, the man to his 
wife, and the woman to her husband: wife, there is now a fat 
pig to be had, if you want one. Uhereupon ſhe would anſwer 
thus, J pꝛap vou put him in the hogſtie fill to moꝛrow. This 
was, when any man came thither alone without others in his 
company, and they ſaw he had great ſtoꝛe of money. * 

This man ſhould be then laid in the chamber right ouer the 
kitchin, which was a faire chamber, and better (et out then a⸗ 
ny other in the houſe:the beſt bedſtead therein, though it were 
little and low, pet was it moſt cunningly carued, and faire to 
the eye, the fete whereof were faſt naild to the chamber floꝛe, 
in ſuch ſoꝛt, that it could not in any wiſe fall, the bed that lay 
therein was faſt ſowed to the ſides of the bedſtead: Moꝛeo⸗ 


ner, that part of the chamber whereupon this bed and bed- 
ſtead 
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of Thomas of Reading. 


fv ſod, was made in ſuch ſozt, that by the pulling out of 


two y20n pinnes below in the kitchin, it was to be let downe 
and taken vp by a dꝛaw bzidge, oꝛ in manner of a trap doꝛe: 
moꝛeouer in the kitchin, direaly vnder the place where this 
ſhould fall: was a mighty great caldꝛon, wherein they vſed to 
ſethe their liquoz when they went to bzewing. Now, the men 
appointed foꝛ the laughter, were laid into this bed, and in the 
deadtime of the night when they were ſound a flerpe, by pluc⸗ 
king out the foꝛeſaid y2on pinnes, downe would the man fall 
out of his bed into the boyling caldzon, and all the cloaths that 
were vpon him: where being ſudden'y ſcalded ano dꝛowned, 
he was neuer able to cry oz ſpeake one woꝛd. 

Then had they a little ladder euer ſtanding ready in the 
kitchin,by the which they pzeſently mounted into the ſaid cha- 
ber, and there cloſely take away the mans apparell, as alſo his 
money, in his male oꝛ capcaſe:and then lifting vp the ſaid fal⸗ 
ling flwze which hung by hinges, they made it kaſt as befoze. 

The dead body would they take p2eſently out ofthe caldꝛon 
and th:ow it down the riuer, which ran neere vnto their houſe 
whereby they eſcaped all danger. 

Now it in the moꝛning any of the reſt of the gueſts that had 
talkt with the murthered man oꝛe eue,chanct to aske foꝛ hun, 
as hauing occaſion to ride the ſame way that he ſhould haue 
done, the godman would anſwere, that he toke hozſe a god 
while befo2e dap, and that he himſelfe did ſet him fozward:the 
hoꝛſe the godman would alſo take out ofthe fable, + conuay 
him by a hap · barne of his, that #od from his houſe a mile o: 
two, whereofhimſelle did alwaies kerpe the keies full charily, 
and when any hay was to be bzought krom thence, with his 
owne hands he would deliuer it: then befoze the hoꝛſe ſhauly 
goe from thence, he would diſmarke him: as if he ware a long 
taile, he would make him curtall: oz elſe crop his eares, oꝛ cut 
his mane, oꝛ put out one of his eies; and by this meanes he 
kept himſelfe a long time vnknowue. | 

Now Thomas of Reading, as 4 ſaid befoze, being markt, 
x kept foz a fat pig, he was laid in the ſame chamber of death, 
but by reaſon Gray of Glouceſter chanced alſo to come that 
night, he eſcaped ſcalding. The 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 
The next time he came, he was laid there againe, but be⸗ 
fa2c he fell aſlepe, 02 was warme in his bed, one came riding 
thꝛough the towne, and crted pitcouſly, that London was all 
on a fire, and that it had burned downe Thomas Beckets 
houſe in Welt cheape,, anda great number moꝛe in the ſame 
ret, and yet ( quoth he / the ſire is not quencht. 

Thich tidings when Tomas of Reading heard, he was 
very {o2rowfnll, foz of the ſame Becker that day had he recei⸗ 
ucd a great prece of money, and had left in his houſe many of 
his wattiigs,and ſome that appertained to the King alſo:ther⸗ 
oe there was nonay but he would ride back againe to Lons 
don pꝛeſently, to ſe how the matter ſfod ; thereupon making 
hunſefe ready, departed. This croſſe foꝛtune cauſed his hoaſt 
tofcowne,ncuerthelefſe y next time(quoth he) will pay foꝛ all. 

Potwithſtanding, God ſo w2ouctht,p they were pꝛeuented 
then like wiſe, by reaſon of a great fray p hapned in the houſe 
betwirt a cupple 5 fell out at dice, inſomuch as the murderers 
tytſelues were infoꝛced to cal him vp. being a man in great au⸗ 
thouty,that he might ſet the houſe in quietnes, out of y which 
by meanes of this quarrell, they doubted to loſe many things. 

Another tune when he ſhould haue bene laid in the ſame 
place he fell ſo ſicke, that he requeſted to haue ſome body to 
watch with hum, whereby alſo they could not bꝛing their vile 
purpoſe to paſſe. But hard it is to eſcape the ilfoztunes wher⸗ 


unto a man is alloted: foz albeit that p next time that he came 


to London, his hoꝛſe ſtumbled and b2oke one of his legges, as 
he ſhould ride home ward, vet hired he another to haſten his 
owne death: foꝛ there is no remedy but he ſhould goe to Col⸗ 
b:okethat night: but by the way he was heaup aſleepe, that 


he could ſkant kœpe himſelle in the ſaddle; and when he came 


acre vnto the Towne, his noſe burſt out ſuddenly a bleeding. 

Aell, to his Inne he tame, and ſo heaup was his heart, that 
he could eate no meate : his hoſt and hoſteſſe hearing he was 
fo melancholy, came vp to cheare him, ſaying, Jelus, Maſter 
Cole, what ayles you to night? neuer did we ſer you thus ſad 
befoze:will it pleaſe you to haue a quart of burntſacke?Urith 
a god will ( quoth he / and would to God I om Doue were 


here 


R 3 


a of Thomas of Reading. 
here, her would ſurely make me merry, and we ſhould lacke no 
muſicke: but J am ſozry foz the man with all mo heart, that he 
is come ſo farre behind hand: but alaſſe, ſo much can euery 
man ſay, but what god doth i#im 2 No no, it is not woꝛds 
can helpe a man in this caſe, the man had ned of other relicfe 
then ſo. Let me ſ& : I haug but one child in the woꝛld and that 
is my daughter, and halfe that J haue is hers, the other halfe 
my wifes. What then? ſhall J be god to no body bat them: 
Jn conſcience, wy wealth is to much fo2 a cupple to pofſefe, 
and what is our Keligien without charity: And to whom is 
charity moze to be thewen then to decayedhouſholders 2 

God my hoaſt lend me apen and inke, and ſome paper, fo: 
J wilt wtte a letter vnto tye poꝛe man ſtraight; and ſome⸗ 
thing J will giue him: That almes which a man beſtowes 
with his own hands he ſhalbe ſure to haue deliueced, and God 
knowes how long J ſhall liue. 

With that, his hoſteſie diiſemblingly anſwered, ſaying: 
Doubt not, Maſter Cole, you are like enough by the courſe af 
nature to liue many peares. God knowes (quoth he J neuer 
found nty heart ſo heaup befoze. By tgis time, pen, inke, and 
paper was bzought, ſettiug hiuſelfe in waiting as follloweth. 

N the name ot God, Amen, I be queath my ſoule to God, 
] and my body to te ground, my goods equally berweene my 
wife Elenor, and tſabet my daughter, Item I giue to TH 
Dowe of Exeter one hundred pounds, nay that is too little, I 
giue to Thomas Doxe two hundred pounds in moucy, to be 
paid vato him preſently vpon his demand thereot by my laid 
wife and daughter, 

Ha, how ſay you hoaſt (gd. he) is not this well: J pꝛav 
you reade it. His hoaſt loking thereon, ſaid, why Batter 
Cole, what haue you wꝛitten here ? vou fatd you would wette 


a letter, vut me thinks you haue made a Mill, what ned haue 


vou to doe thus? thanks be to God, you may line many faire 
veares. Lis true/quoth Cole)ifif pleaſe God, and J truſt this 
waiting cannot ſhoꝛten my dates, but let me ſe, haue 4 made 
a Mill? Now J p2omile you, J did verily purpoſe to weite a 
letter :notwithſtanding, J haue watton that that God put in⸗ 
to my mind: but loke once againe my holt, is it not w2rtten 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


there, that Doue ſhall haue two hundꝛed pounds, to be paid 
when he comes to demand it? yes ind ed, ſaid his hoſte. Tell 
then, all is well ſaid Cole, and it ſhall go as it is foz me. J will 
not beſtow the new w21ting thereof anp moꝛe. 

Then folding it vp, he ſealed it, deſtring that his hoſt would 


ſend it to Exceter: he pꝛomiſed Þ he would, notwithſtanding 


Cole was not ſo ſatisfied: but after ſome pauſe, he would nds 
hire one to carry it. And fo ſitting downe ſadly in his chaire a- 
gaine, vpon a ſudden he burſt fozth a weping;they demanding 
the cauſe thereof, he ſpake as followeth: 

No cauſe of theſefeares J know: but it comes now into my 
minde ( ſaid Cole) when 4 (et foward this my laſt tourney to 
London, how my daughter toke on, what a coyle ſhe kept to 
haue me ſtay : and J could not be rid of the little baggage a 
long time, ſhe did ſo hang about me, when her mother by vio⸗ 
jence toke her away, the cried out moſt ma nlp, O my father, 
my father, J ſhall neuer ſ& him againe. | 

Alas, pzetty ſoule, ſaid his hoſtefſe,this was but meer kind⸗ 
neſle in the girle, and it ſemeth the is very fond of you. But 
alaſe, why ſhould vou grieue at this? you mull conſider that 
it was but childiſhnes. J, it is indeed, ſaid Cole, and with 


that he began to nod, Then they asked him ik he would go to 
bed. No ſaid he, although J am heaup, J haue no mind to gs 


to bed at all. With that certaine muſitians ot the towne came 
to the chamber, and knowing aſter Cole was there, dꝛue 
out their inſtruments, and very ſolemnely began to play. 
This muſicke comes very well ſaid Col) and when he had 
liſtned a while thereunto, he ſaid, Methinks theſe infbru nents 
ſound like the ring of S. Marp Queries belles, but the baſe 
dꝛownes all the reſt: and in my eare it goes like a bell p rings 
a fozenones knell, foz Gods ſake let them leaue off, and beare 
them this ſunple reward. The muſitians being gone, his 
hoſte asked if now it would pleaſe him to go to bed ;fo2(quoth 
he) it is welneare eleuen of the clocke. 
With that, Cole beholding his hoſt and holtelſe earneſkly, 
began to fart backe, ſapiug, what aile you to loke ſo like pale 
death? god Lo2d, what haue you done, that pour hands are 
thus blody7 what my hands, laid his hoſt? Why you may ſ& 
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of Thomas of Reading. 


they are neither bloudy noꝛ foule : either your eies doe great⸗ 
ly dazell, oz elſe fancies ot a troubled mind do delude pou, 

Alas my hoſte, you may ſe, ſaid he, how weake my wits 
are, I neuer had my head ſo idle befoze. Come, let me dꝛinke 
once moze, and then J will to bed, and trouble vou no longer. 
With that he made himſelfe vnreavp, and his hoſteſſe was 
very diligent to warme a kerciffe, and put it about his h ad. 
GodLo2d ſaid he, J am not ſicke, I pꝛaiſe Gad, but ſuch an 
alteration J find in my ſelfe as J neuer did befoꝛ e. 

With that the ſcritch owle cried pifeouſly, and anone after 
the night rauen ſate croking hard by his window. Jeſu haue 
mercy vpon me, quoth he, what an ill fauoured cry do vonder 
carrion birds male, and therewithall he laid him downs! in his 
bed, from whence he neuer roſe againe. . 

Vis hoſt and hoſteſle, that all this while noted his troubled 
mind, began to commune betwirt themſelues thereof. And 
the man ſatd, he knew not what were beſt to be done. By 
my conſent ( quoth he) the matter ſhould paſſe, foz I thintze 
it is not beſt to meddle on him. What man quoth ſhe) faint 
you now:haue you done ſo many and doe pou ſhanke at this: 
Then ſhewing him a great deale of gold which Cole had left 
with her, the ſaid, Would it not grieue a bodies heart to loſe 
this: hang the old churle, what thould he doe liuiug any lon⸗ 
ger? he hath to much, and we haue fo little: tut husband, 
let the thing be done and then this is our owne. 

Her wicked counſell was followed, and when they had liſt⸗ 
ned at his chamber doze, they heard the man ſound aſlepe 
All is ſafe, quoth they, and downe into the kitchin they goe, 
their ſeruants being all in bedde, and pulling gut or the y2on 
pins, down fell the bed, and the man dꝛopt out into the boyting 
caldꝛon. Ye being dead, they betwirt them caſt his body into 


the riuer, his clothes they hid awap, and made all things as it 


ſhould be: but when he came to the ſtable to conuep thence 
Coles ho2ſe, the ſtable doze being open, the hozfe had got 
loſe, and with a part of the haltet about his necke, and ſtraw 
fruſted vnder his belly, as the oſtlers had dꝛeſſed him oze cue, 
he was gone out at the backe ſide, _—_— led into a great ſteld 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


ioyning to the houſe, and ſo leaping diuers hedges, being a lu⸗ 
ſtie ſtout hoꝛſe, had got into a ground where a mare was gra⸗ 
fing, with whom he kept ſuch a coile, that they got into the 
high way, where one of the Towne meeting them, knew the 
mare, and bꝛouqht her and the hoꝛſe to the man that owd her. 

In the meane ſpace the Muſicians had brene at the Inne, 
and in requitall of their euenings gift, they intended to giue 
Cole ſome muſicke in the moꝛning. The godman told them 
he toke hozſe befoꝛe day: likewiſe there was a guelt in the 
houſe that would haue boze him company to Reading, vnto 
whom the hoſte alſo anſwered, that he himſelfe ſet him vpon 
hoꝛſebacke, and that he went long agoe. Anone comes the 
man that owed the mare, inquiring vp and downe to know 
and if none of them miſled a hozſe, who ſaid no. At laſt he 
came to the ſigne of the Crane where Cole lay : and calling 
the hoſtlers he demanded of them ik they lackt none, they ſaid 
no: Why then ſaid the man, J perceiue my mare is god fo 
ſomething; foz if I ſend her to field ſingle, che will come home 
double: thus it paſCed on all that dap and the night following. 
But the nert day after, Coles wife muſing that her husband 
came not home, ſent one of her men on hoꝛſe⸗ backe, to ſe it he 
could meet him: and if (quoth ſhe ) you met him not betwirt 
this and Colebꝛoke, aske foꝛ him at the Crane, but if you find 
him not there, then ride to London; foz J doubt he is either 
ſtcke, o2 elſe ſome miſchante hath fallen vnto him. 


The fellow did ſo, and asking foꝛ him at Colebzoke,they- 
anſwered, he went homeward from thence ſuch a day. The 


ſeruant muſing what ſhould be become of his Maſter, and mas 


king much inquiry in the Towne fo2 him: at length one told 
him of a hozſe that was found on the high way, and no man. 
knew whence he came. He going to ſe the hozſe, knew him 


pzeſently, and to the Crane he goes with him. The hoaſt of 
the houſe perceiuing this, was blancke, and that night fled ſe⸗ 


rretly away. The fellow going vnto the Juſtice deſired his 


helge: pꝛeſentip after woꝛd was bꝛought that larmaa ofthe 
Crant was gone, then all the men ſaid he had ſure made Cale 


away:andthe muſitians told what larman ſaid to them, when 


* 
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of Thomas of Reading. 


they would haue giuen Cole muſicke. Then the woman be 

ing appꝛehended x examined, confeſſed the trutg. larman ſone 
after was talen in Minſoz foꝛeſt. He and his wife were both 
hangd after they had laid open al theſe things befoze erpꝛeſſed. 
Alſo he confeſſed, that he being a Carpenter made that falſe 
falling ſloꝛe, and how his wife deuiſed it. And how they had 
mur dꝛed by that means Ir. perſons. And pet notwithſtanding 
all the money which they had gotten thereby, they pꝛoſpered 
not, but at their death were found very farre in debt. 

Then the King heard of this murder, he was foꝛ the ſpace 
of vil. dates ſo ſoꝛrowfull and heauie, as he would not heare 
any ſute, giuing allo com:nandement, that the houſe ſhould 
quite be conſumed with fire wherein Cole was murdꝛed, and 
that no man ſhould euer build vpon that curſed ground, 

Colcs ſubſtance at his death was erceving great, he had 
daily in his houſe an hundzed men ſeruants and xl. aids; he 
maintained beſide aboue two o2 thꝛe hundꝛed people, ſpin⸗ 
ners and carders, and a great many other houcholders. His 
Mike after neuer married, and at her death ſhe beſtowed a 
mighty ſuzmne of money toward the maintaining of the new 
builded monaſtery. Yer daughter was moſt richly married to 
a Gentleman of great wo2ihip, by whom ſhe had many Chil⸗ 
d2en+ And ſome ſay, that the riuer whereinto Cole was caF., 
did euer ſince carry the name of Cole, being called, The riucr 
of Cole, and the Zowne of Colebꝛoke. 


How diuers of the Clothiers wiues went to the Churching of 
Suttons wife of Salisbury, and of their meriment. Chap. 12. 


Vttons wife of Salisbury which had lately bin delinered 
of a ſonne, againſt her going to Church, pꝛepared great 
theare: at what time Simons wife of South hampton came 
thither, and ſo did diuers others ofthe Clothiers wines, one- 
iy to make merry at this Churching feaft : and while& theſe 
Dames ſate at the Table, Crib, Weaſell, and Wrea war 
ted on the boꝛd, and as thoold P2onerbe ſpeaketh, Many 


women many wozds, ſo feil it out at that tume: foz there was 
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The pleaſant Hiſtotie 


ſuch pꝛaͤtung, that it paſſed ; ſome talkt of their husbands kro⸗ 
Wardnes, ſome ſhewed their Maids ſluttichnes, otherſome de⸗ 
ciphered the coſtines of their garments, ſome told many tales 
of their neighboꝛs: and to be bꝛieſe, there was none of them 
but would haue talke foʒ a whole dap. 

But when Crab, Weaſel], and Wren ſaw this, thep conclu⸗ 
ded betwirt themſelues, that as oft as any of the women had 
a god bit of meate one their trenchers, they offering a cleane 
one, ſhould catch that commodity, and ſo they did:but the wos 
men being buſie in talke, marked it not, till at the laſt one 
found leiſure to miſſe her meate:whereupon the ſaid, that their 
boldnes exceeded their diligence. Not ſo fozſoth, ſaid Wea- 
ſell, there is an hundzed bolder then wee. Name me one, ſaid 
the woman ik pou can. A flea is bolder quoth Crabbe. Yow 
will pou pꝛoue that ſaid the woman? Becauſe, quoth he, they 
will crepe vnder pour coates. where we dare not come, and 
now # then bite you by the buttocks as if they were bꝛawne. 
But what becomes of them qd.the woman: their ſweet meat 
hath ſowꝛe ſauce, and their luſtines doth often coſt then their 
liues, therefoꝛe take heed. A god warning of a faire woman, 
ſaid Wien, but Jhad not thought ſo fine a wit in a fat belly. 

The women ſering their men ſo merry, ſaid it was a ſigne 
there was god ale in the houſe. Thats as fit foz a Thurching 
eu th M ca ell, asa cudgell fo2 a curſt queane. Thus with 
pleaſant communication and merry quips they dꝛoue out the 
time, till the fruit and ſpice cakes were ſet on the bozd: At 
what time one of them began to aſke ofthe other, if they heard 
not of the cruell murther of Thomas of Reading. What,ſatd 
the reſt, is old Cole murdzed?when J pꝛap pou was the dede 
done: The other anſwered, on Friday laſt.D god Loꝛd, ſaid 
the women how was it done, can you tell 2 

As repoꝛt gocs, ſaid the other, he was coſted aliue. O piti⸗ 
full was he roaſted : Indeed J heard one ſay, a man was 
murdꝛed at London, and that he was ſodden at an Jnholders 
houſe, and ſerued it to the gueſts in ſtead of pozke. 

No neighboz, it was not at London, ſaid another: J heare 
ſay twas comming from London, at a place called Colebzoke, 

and 


of Thomas of Reading. 


and it is repozted foz truth, that the Inholder made piesof 
him, and venny paſties, yea, and made his owne ſeruant eate 


a picce of him. But Jpzay you, god neighbour, can pou tell 


how it was knowne ? ſome ſay, that a hoꝛſe reuealed it. 
Now by the inalle ( quoth Grayes wife) it was told one of 
my neighboꝛs, that a certaine hoꝛſe did ſpeake, and told great 
things. That ſounds like a lie, ſaid one of them. UWhy, ſaid 
another, may not a hozſe ſpeake, as well as Balaams afſo 2 It 
may be, but it ts vnlikely, (aid the third. But where was the 
hozſe when he ſpake? As ſome ſay, qd. ſhe, he was in the field, 
and had bꝛoke out of the ſtable, where he ſtod faſt locked in 
mighty ſtrong icon fetters, which he burſt in peeces, as they 
had bene ſtrawes, and bꝛoke downe the fable doe, and (0 
got away. The god man comming in at theſe ſpeches, aſ- 
ked what that was they talkt of, $arry, ſaid his wife, we 
heare that Cole of Reading is murdzed: J p2ay pon ts it true: 
J, ſaid Sutton, it is true, that vile villaine his hoaſt murde⸗ 
red him, in whoſe houſe the man had ſpent many a pound. But 
did they make pies ol him, ſaid his wife ; No, no, quoth her 
hasband:he was ſcalded to death in a boyling caldꝛon, and af- 
terward thꝛowne into a running riuer that is hard by. But 
god husband, how was it knowne 2 by his hoꝛſe, quoth he. 
hat, did he tell his Paſter was mucthered ? could the hoꝛſe 
ſpeake Engliſh ? Jeſus what a foltſh woꝛnan are you, quoth 
he, to aske ſuch a queſtion? But to end this, vou are all heart: 
ly welcome, god netghbozs, and J am ſoꝛry you had no bet 
ter ch&re. So with thanks the women departed. Thus haus 
ve heard pᷣ diaers tales y will be ſpꝛed abzoad.of an euill dæd. 


How Du ke Robert deceiued his kcepers, and got from them: 
how he met faire Aar geret, and in carrying her away, Was 


taken, for the which he ha bis cies put out. Chap. 13. 


Uke Robert, hauing as you heard, obtained the loue ok 
faire Margaret, did now call in his minde, how he might 
delude his Repers, and carry her quite away. In the end he 
being abſolutely reſolued what to doe, ſent his letter vnta 
ver. 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorir 


her, wherein he requeſted, that ſhe would be ready to meet him 
in the foꝛreſt, betwixt Cardiffe and Glouceſter. 

The young Lady hauing ſecretly receiued his meſſage,vn- 
knownts her Maſter oz dame, in a mo2ning betime made her 
ready and got fozth, walking to the appointed place, where 
her laue ſhould mete her. 

During her aboade there, and thinking long ere her lone 
came, the entred into diuers paſtons, which indeed p:eſayged 
ſome diſaſter foztune to foliow. O my dere loue, ſaid the, 
how ſlacke art thou in perfoꝛming thy pzomiſe- ! why doe not 
thy deedes agree with thy indifing ? ſ&, theſe are thy woꝛdes, 
Come my deare Margaret, and with Cupics ſwift wings flies 
to thy friend, be now as nimble in thy foting, as the Camels 
of 1Bactria, that runne an hundꝛed miles a day, J will waite 
and ſtay foz the, ſo J ſtay not to long. There is no country 


lite Auſtria foꝛ ambling hoꝛſes, i to carry the I haue got one. 


O my loue (quoth ſhe) here am J, but where art thou: O 
why doeſt thou play the trewant with time, who like the wind 
ſiides away vnſeene 2An ambling gennet of Spaine is tw low 
to ſerue our turnes. A flying hozſe, fo2 flying Louers were 
moſt mete. And thus caſtingmany lokes thꝛough the Sil- 
nane ſhades, vp and downe to eſpie him, the thought euerp 


minute an houre, fill ſhe might ſee him ſometimes ſhe would 


wiſh her ſelfe a bird, that ſhe might flie th2ough the apꝛe to 
mete him, oꝛ a pꝛetty ſquirill fo clime the higheſt tre to deſcry 
his comming: but finding her wiſhes vaine, ſhe began thus 
to excuſe him and perſwaded herſelfe, ſaying. 

How much to blame am J, to find fault with my friend 2 
Alaſſe,men that lacke their liberty,muſt come when they can, 
not when they would, poze pꝛiſoners cannot doe what they 
deſire, and then why ſhould J be ſo haſtie 2 Therfo2e if ſafely 
I may lay me downe, J will begutle vnqunet thoughts with 
quiet leepe : it is ſaid that Galino bz&eds no Serpents, no2 
doth Englands foreſts nouriſh Beares o2 Lyons, therefoze 
without hurt J hope J may reſt awhile. Thus leauing faire 
Margaret in a ſweete ſlumber, we will refurno to Duke Ro- 
bert, who had thus plotted his eſcape from his keepers. 

Mauing 


* 


—— — — 


of Thomas — — 


Yauing liberty of the Ring to hake and hunt, he deter 
mined on a dap, as he ſhould follow the chaſe, tu leaue i haunds 
to the Hart, and the hunters to their hoznes, and being buſie 
in their ſpoꝛt, himſelfs would ſlie, which he perfoꝛmed at that 
time when he appointed Margaret to miete him, and ſo com- 
ming to the place, his hoꝛſe all ona water, and himſeite in a 
ſweat, finding his loue alleepe, he awaked her with a kiſſe, 
ſaying, Ariſe faire M angaret, now comes the time wherein 
thou ſhalt be made a Nueene ; ad p:eſently ſettiug her on 
hozſebacke he poſted away. 

Now when the keepers ſaw they had lo his company,and 
that at the killing of the game, he was not pzeſent, they were 
among themſelues in ſuch a mutinie, » they were ready one 
to ſtabbe another. It was thy fault, ſaid one, that he thus 
eſcapt from vs, that hadit moꝛe mind of thy pleaſure, then of 
thy pꝛiſoner, and by this meanes we are all vndone. The o⸗ 
ther ſaid as much to him, that he had thought he had followed 
him in the chaſe; but leauing at laſt this contention, the one 
polled vp to the Ring, while the others coaſted vp and downe 
the country to ſearch foꝛ the Duke, who hauing kild his hoſe 
in trauelling, was moſt vnhappily mette on fote with faire 
Margaret, exe he could come to any towne, where he might fo; 
money haue another. But when he ſpied his kcepers come to 
take him, he deſired Margaret to makt ſhift foꝛ herſelfe, and to 
ſeke to eſcape them. But ſhe being of a contrary mind, ſaid, 
ſhe would liue and die with him. 

The Duke ſeeing himſelfe ready to be ſ urpꝛiſed, d2ew out 
his lwoꝛd, and ſaid, he would buy his liberty with his life, be⸗ 
. foze he would peeld to beany moꝛe a pꝛiſoner; and thereupon 
began a great fight betwirt them, inſomuch that the duke had 
killed two ofthem:buthimſelfe being ſoꝛe wounded, and faint 
with ouermuch bleeding, at length fell downe, being not able 
any longer to ſtand: and by this meanes the god Duke wag 
taken with his faire lone, # both of them committed to pꝛiſon. 

But in the meane ſpace, when Grayes wiſe had miſſed her 
Maide, and ſaw ſhe was quite gone, ſhe made great lamenta⸗ 
tion foʒ her among her neighbo2s, fo: 4 the loued her as dearly 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


as any child that ener ſhe boze of her own body. O Margaret 
(quoth the) what cauſe hadſt than thus to leaue me: if thou 
didit miſtike of any thing, why didit thou not fell me 2 Il thy 
wages were tw little, J would haue mended it: If thy appa⸗ 
rell had bene to ſimple, thou ſhouldſt haue had better: It N | 
thy wozke had bin to great, J would haue had helpe foꝛ thc, 

Farewell, my ſweet Meg, the beſt ſeruant that euer cams 
in any mans hauſe, many may A haue ot thy name, but neuer 
any of thy nature, thy diligence is much, in thy hands J laid 
the whole gouernment of my honſe,and thereby eaſed my ſelle 

of that care which now will camber me. 

Herre ſhe hath left mer my keyes vnto my cheſts, but my 
comtoꝛt is gone with her pzeſence, euery gentle woꝛd that ſhe 
was wont to ſpeake, comes now into my mind, her courteous 
bchautour ſhall I neuer fo2get : with how ſwet and modeſt a 
countenance would ſhe qualifle my ouer⸗haſtie nature? It re- 
pents my heart that euer I ſpoke foule wozd vnto her. O Meg, 

wert thou here againe, J would neuer chide the moze : but E Þ 
3 was an vnwoꝛthy Dame foꝛ ſuch a ſeruant: what will be- | | 
come of me now, if 4 ſhould chance to be ſicke, ſeing the is 
gone, that was wont to be both mx Apoticary and Phiſitian: 

Veil, quoth her neighbozs, there is no remedy now, but 
to reſt content, pou ſhall one day heare ot her doubt yon not, 
and thinke this, that ſhe was not ſo god, but pou map get an- 
other as god, aud therefoze do not take it ſo heauily.O neigh⸗ 
bour, blame me not to grieue, ſœing J haue loſt ſo great a 

iewell, and ſure J am perſwaded, that ſcant in a bodies life 
time, they ſhall mæte with the like. 

J pꝛoteſt, 4 would circuit England round about on my bare 
fxte to mæte with her againe. O my Meg, was ſurely ſkole 
away from me, elſe would ſhe not haue gone in ſuch ſoꝛt. Yer - 
husband on the other fide grieued as much, exreſted not night 
noꝛ day riding vp and downe to lecke her: but ſhe, poze ſoule, 
is faſt lockt vp in pꝛiſon, and therefoze cannot be met withall. 

But when the King vnderſtod of his bꝛothers eſcape, ha 
Was maruelous wzoth, giuing great charge and coinmande- 
ment when he was taken, that both his eies ſhould be put out 
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of Thomasof Reading 


and be kept in pꝛiſon fill his dying day; appotnfingalſd that 
the Maid ſhould loſe her life fo2 pꝛeſumption in louing him. 

This matter being rumozed oner all England, it came to 
the eares of Gray and his wife, who hearing that Margeret 
alſo was there in pꝛilon appointed fo die, y god aged woman 
neuer reſted till ſhe came to the Court, where kneling befo28 
the King, with many teares ſhe beſought his M aieſtie to ſpare 
the MPaidens life, ſaying, Moſt royall Ring, conſider I humbly 
beſcech vou, that the Duke pour bꝛother was able to intice any 
woman to his loue: much moze a ſilly Maiden, eſpecially pꝛo⸗ 
miſing her marriage, to make her a Lady, a Dutcheſle, az a 
Queene, who would refuſe ſuch a offer, when at the inſtant 
they might get both a Pꝛincely husband and a high dignity2if 
death be a Louers guerdon, then what is due to hatred 2 Jam 
in my heart perſwaded, that had my poꝛe Mir garet thought 
it would haue bzed your Highnes diſpleaſure, ſhe wonld neuer 
haue bought his loue ſo deare. Bad pour G2ace made it kno⸗ 
wen to your Commons that it was vnlawfull foz any to mar⸗ 
ry the Dake your bꝛather, uho would haue attempted ſuch an 
action? if ſhe had wilfully diſobeyed aur Graces commande⸗ 
ment, ſhe might haue bin thought wozthy of death; but ſer⸗ 
ingignozantfly ſhe offended, J beſcech your Grace to recall the 
ſeatence, and let me ſtill eniop my ſeruant, fo2 neuer will J 
riſe till pour Maieſtie haue granted mx petition, 

His Highnes, who was ol nature mercifull, beholding the 
womans aboundant teares, toke pitie on her, and graunted 
her ſuite, which being obtained, the went home with all haft: 
poſſible, And from thence, ſhe with her husband taking their 
tourny to Cardiffe caſtle, they came at that very inſtant when 
the Maiden was led toward her death, who went in malt tay- 
full ſozt to the ſame, ſaying, that they were not woꝛthie to be 
accountedfrue louers, that were not willing to die io2 loue: 
and ſo with a ſmiling countenance ſhe paſſed on, as if ſh: had 
eaten Apium Riſus which cauſeth a man to die laughing: but 
her dame Gray ſccing her, fell about her necke, and with ma⸗ 
ny kiſſes imibꝛated her, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not die my wench, 
but goe home with me; and foz thy delivery, behold here the 

J 2 Kings 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 
Rings letters; and with that ſhe deliuered them vp to the go⸗ 
uernour of the Caſtle: who reading them found theſe woꝛds 
waitten : We pardon the maids life, and grant her libertie, 
but let her not paſſe, till the ſe her louers eies pat out, which 
we wil haue pou to do in ſuch ſoꝛt, that not only the ſight may 
periſh, but the eie continue faire, foꝛ which cauſe J haue ſent 
powne, Doctoz Pic to that he may execute the ſame. 

The gouernour of the Calle hauing read the kings letter, 
ſaid thus to the Maiden : The Kings Maieſty hath pardoned 
thy life, and allowed thy libertie: but you muſk not paſſe bes 
foze you ſc pour louers eies put out. O ſir, ſaid the Maiden, 
miſtake not your ſelfe, they are my eies that mult be put out, 
and not the Dukes : as his offence grew by my meanes, ſo 
J being guiltie, ought to receiue the prmiſhment, 

The Rings commanyement muff be fulfilled, ſaid the go⸗ 
uerno2 : andtherewithall D. Robert was bꝛought foꝛth, who 
hearing that he mult loſe his eies, ſaid thus: the Noble mind 
is neuer conquered by griefe, noꝛ onercome by miſchance: but 
as the Hart reneweth his age by eating the ſerpent, ſa doth a 
man lengthen his life with denouring ſozrow : my eies haue 
offended the Ring, and they muſt be puniſhed, my heart is in 
as great fault, why is not that killed: | 

The Kings Maieſty, ſaid the gonerno2, ſpares your life of 
mere loue, and onelyts content to ſatisſte the Law with the 
loſſe of pour eies, wherefoꝛe take in god part this puniſhment, 
and thinke you haue deſerued greater then is granted. 

With this Margaret cried ont, ſaying, O my deare loue, 
molt gentle Pꝛince, well may you with that J had neuer bin 
bozne, who by ſceing ok me muſt loſe pour ſight; but happie 
ſhould J count my ſelfe, if it ſo pleaſe the Ring, that J might 
redeme thy eies with my life : 02 elſe, p being an equall offen- 
doꝛ, I might receine equall puniſhment ; hadſt thou ſuſtained 
this ſmart fo2 ſome quene oꝛ p2inceſſe of high blod, it might 
with the moꝛe eaſe be bozne, but to indure it foz ſuch a one as 
J, it muſt needs cauſe a treble griefe to be increaſed. 

Content ther faire Margaret ſaid the Duke: foʒ honoꝛ ought 
to be giuen to vertue, and not riches; foz gloʒp, honoꝛ, nobility 
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of Thomas of Reading. 
and riches without vertue,are but clokes of maliciouſnes. And 
now let mc take my leaueof thy beauty, fo: neuer mult J 
behold thy face:notwithſtanding J account my eies well loſt, 
in that J do foꝛgoe them foz fopercleſſe a paragon. Now faire 
9p heauens farewell, the Dunne, Mone, and Starres ſhall I in 
this wozld neuer behold againe; and farewell alſo the fruitfull 
earth: well may J fele the, but thoſe pwꝛe windowes of my 
body are now denied to view the any moze : and though the 
woꝛld hath euer bin my foe, yet will J bid it farewell to, and 
farewell all my friends, whiles J liue heare in this wozld, x 
mult ſuppoſe to ſlerpe, x wake when J come in heauen, where 
I hope to ſæ you all againe. Pet had it pleaſed the King, J 
had rather haue loſt my life then my eies. Life, why what is 
it but a floure, a bubble in the water, a ſpanne long, and full 
of miſerie? ofſuch ſmall account is life, that euery Souldier 
will ſell it fo2 ſixe pence. And truſt me J doe now deteſt life, 
wozſethen a goat doth hate Baſill. 

Mitt that the Doctoz pꝛepared his inſtrument, and being 
ready to ſet to the Duks eies, he ſaid, O ſtay Baſter Docoꝛ, 
till J haue conueyed my Loues countenance downe into wy 
heart: Come hither my ſweet, and let me giue the my laſt 
kiſſe, while mine eies may direct me to thy cherry lios. Then 
imbꝛacing her in his armes, he ſaid, O that J might gine the 
a kiſſe of xx veaxes long, and to ſatisſie my gredie eies wit) 
thy faire ſight vet it doth ſomwhat content me, becauſe thou 
art pzeſent at my puniſhment, that J may hold the by the 
hand, to comfo2t my heart at the ſudden pꝛicke of my eie. 

This being ſaid, the Doaoz perfoꝛmed his duty, and ſo put 
out the chꝛiſtall light: at what time D. K obert ſtarted vp, and 
with a moſt manly courage ſaid, J muſt thanke his Pare⸗ 
| ftte, that though he dep2tueth me of my ſight, yet he leaucth 

| me eies to weepe fo2 my ſinnes. But lo ſone as Margaret be- 
held the derd, the fell downe in a ſwoune, and much adoe her 
dame had to retouer her lite: which when the Duke vnde ſtod 
he was wondzous woe, groaping foꝛ her with his bleeding 
eies, ſaying, O where is my loue 2 fo2 Gods ſake haue regard 
to her» And J pꝛap you molt heartily * godwife Gray, let 
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® | Lhe pleaſant Hiſtorie 


ber haue this fanour foꝛ my ſake, that Go av be bſed kindly. 
And with that the Keepers led him into the Caſtle, and Mar- 
garet was caried away wondzou ſteke aud ill: but ber dania 
was moſt tender ouer her; and would (:1ffer her to lacke nos 
thing. UWhen ſhe was ſomtewhat well reconered, ber Dame 
Gray ſet her on hozſebacke : and at her comming to Glonces 
ſter there was no ſmall toy. 
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How 7howas Drar being fallen to decay, was forſaken of his 


x. triends, and deipi ſed ot his ſeruants: and how in the end he 
&1 was raiſed againe through the liverality of the Clothiers, 


Chap. 14. 

Uch as ſake the pleaſure of this wozld, follow a ſhadow 
wherein ts no ſubſtance : and as the adder Aſpis tickleth a 
man to death, ſo doth vaine pleaſure flatter vs, till it makes 
vs fozciet God, and conſuine our ſubſtance, as by Tom Doue 
it is apparant, who had th2ough a fre heart, and aliberall 
mide waſtcd bis wealth; and loke how his gods conſumed, 
ſc bus friends ficd from hun: And albeit he had bene of great | 
ability, and thereby done god vnto many, pet no man regar⸗ 

vcd hum in his pouctty, but caſting a ſcoꝛneſull countenance 
vpon bun, they paſſed by him with lender ſalutation: neither 
Wold any of his old acquaintance do him god, oz pleaſure him 
the value ef a farthing ; his fozmer friendſhip done to them 
Was quite fo:got, and he made ot as much account, as lob 
when he late on the dunghill. 

Now when his wicked ſeruants ſaw him in this diſgrace 
with p woꝛld, they on the other ſide beganne to diſdaine him. 
Notwityſanding that he (to his great colt ) had long time 
bought them vp, vet did they nothing regard it, but behind 
is backe in moſt (coznefull ſozt derided him, and both in their 
Werds and agions ucatly abuſe him, renerence they would * 
Ds nont vats him, but when they ſpake, it was in ſuth mala⸗ 

ert ſ0;t, as would gricue an honeſt mind to heare it. 

At laſt it came to paſſe, that bzeaking out info mere con- 
tempt they ſaid they would ſtay no longer with him, and that 
Lt 4s & great biſcrebit to them, to ſerue a perion ſo gy = 
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of Thomas of Reading. 
wherevpon they thought it connonient to ſceke foꝛe their bene⸗ 
fits elſe where. When the diſtreſſed man found the matter ſo 
plaine,being in great griefe,he ſpake thus vnto them. Row do 
I find, to my ſozrow,the ſmal traſt that is in this falſe wozld, 
Why my Maſters (quoth he) hane you ſo much foꝛgotten my 
foamer p2oſperity, that von nothing regard my pꝛeſent ne- 
ceſſity ? in your wants J foꝛſoke you not, in your ſickneſſe I 
left vou not, noꝛ diſpiſed you in your great ponerty : it is not 
vnknowne, though you doe not conſider it, that 5 foke ſome 
of you vp in the high way, otherſom fcom your nærdy parents; 
and bꝛought the reſt from mere beggery to a houſs of boun- 
ty; where from paltry boies, 4 bzought you vp to mans ſtate, 
and haue, toy great coſt, taught you a trade, whereby you 
may liue like men. And in requitall of all my courteſte, coſt : 
god will, will you now on a ſudden fozſake me?1is this the beſt 
recompence that you can find in your hearts to yceld ne 

This is far from the minds of honeſt ſeruants. The fterce 
Lion is kind to thoſe that doe him god: plucke but one thaꝛne 
out of his fte, and foꝛ the ſame he wilt ſhew mantfold fauozs. 
The wilde Bull will not ouerthzow his Dam: and the very 
ns are dutefull to their nouriſhers. Bæ better aduiſed 
and call to mind, I beſœch you, that I haue nat plucat a thoꝛn 
out of your fete, but dꝛawne your whole hodies out at pexils, 
and when you had no meanes to help your ſelues, J only was 
pour ſuppoꝛt, and he, that when all other fo;ſoke you,du com- 
fozt vou in all your extremities. 

And what of all this, quoth ane ot them? becauſe you take 
vs vp poꝛe, dot it therefoze fallam, that we muſt be your 
laues 2 We are goungmen, and fo2 our parts, we are no fur- 
ther to regard your p2ofit, then it may ſtand with aur efer 
ment: Why ſhould we loſe our benefit, to pleaſure you 2 ic you 
taught vs our trade, and bought vs vn from boies tu men, you 
had our ſeruice fozit, whereby you made no ſiuall benefit, it 
vou had as well vſed it, as we got it. But if you be pœꝛe, you 
may thanke your ſelfe, being a iuſt ſcourge oz your pꝛodiga⸗ 
titie, and is u opinion plane, that to tay with you, is the 
next way to make vs like you, neither able to help out ſelues, 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


1102 our friends:therfoze in baefe, come pay me my wages,foz 
I will not ſtay.let the reſt doe as thep will, foz Jam reſolued. 


- Wel ſaid his Maſter, if næds thou wilt be gone, here is part 


ol thy wages in hand, and the reſt as ſon as God ſends it, thou 
ſhalt haue it:and with that, turning to the reſt, he ſaid. Let me 
vet intreat pou to ſtap, and leaue me not altogether deſtitute 
ofhelpe : by your labours muſt J lite, and without you J 
know not what to doe.Conſider theretoze my ned, and regard 
my great charge. And if fo2 my ſake you will do nothing, take 
compaſſton on my poze CThildzen;ſfay my ſliding fote,and let 
me not vttertp fall, thzough pour flying from me. 
Luwy(quoth they what do pou talk to vs: we can haue bet⸗ 
ter wages, and ſerue a man of credit, where our fare ſhalbe far 
better, and our gaines greater:therfoꝛe the woꝛld might count 
vs right corcomes, if we ſhould foꝛſake our p2ofit, to pleaſure 
vou: therefoze adieu, God ſend you moꝛe mony, foz you are 
like to haue no moze men: and thus they departed. 
When they were gone, within a while after they met one 
with another,ſaping. What cheare: are you all come awap:in 
faith 3, what ſhould'we doe elſe,quoth they: but hear it thon 
firra, haſt thou got thy wages? Not pet ſaith the other, bat I 
chall haue it, and that is as god tis but r. ſhillings. Saiſt thou 
fo / ſatd he) now J ſee thou art one of God Anighties ideots: 
Why ſo, ſaid the other 2 Becauſe (quoth he) thou wilt be fed 
with ſhales : but ile tell the one thing, twere better foz the 
quickly fo arreſt him, leſt ſome other doing it befoze, and there 


ve nothing left to pay thy debt: hold thy peace, faire woꝛds 


mae fœles faine, and it is an old ſaying; One bird in hand ts 
woꝛth two in bulh:if thou doſt not arreſt him p2eſentiy,J will 
not gtue the two pence fo2 thy r. ſhillings. How ſhall J come 
by him, quoth the other: Giue me but two pots of ale, and ile 
betray him ſaid he. So they being agrerd, this ſmoth⸗fac d 
Judas comes to his late Maſter, and told him that a friend of 
his at the doze would ſpeake with him. The vnmiſtruſting 
man thinking no euill, went to the doe, where pzelently an 
Officer arreſted him at his mans ſuite. 


The poze man (wing this, being ſtrucken into a ſudden ſoz- 
row, 
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of Thomas of Reading. 


row, in the griefe of his heart ſpake to this effect: Ah thou 
{lewd fellow, art thou the ſirſt man that ſerkes to augment my 
miſerie? Yaue I thus long giuen the bꝛead, to bꝛeed my o⸗ 
nerth2ow 7 and nouriſht thee in thy nerd, to wozke my deſtru⸗ 
tion? Fulllittle did Jthinke, when thou ſo often diddelt dip 
thy falſe fingers in my diſh, that J gaue fed to my chiefeft 
foe : but what boteth complaints in theſe erxtreames: go wife 
quoth he vnto my neighbours, and ſe& ifthou canſt get any of 
them to be my baile. But in vaine was her paines ſpent. Then 
he ſent her to his kins folkes, and they denied him: to his bꝛo 
ther, and he would not come at him, ſo that there was no ſhift, 
but to pꝛiſon he muſt: but as he was going, a meſſenger met 
him with a letterfrom Maſter Cole, wherein as you heard, 
he had pꝛomiſed him two hundzed pounds: which when the 
poꝛe man read, he greatly reiopced, and ſhewing the ſame to 
the officer, he was content to take his owne woꝛd. TWhereup/ 
on Tom Dove went pꝛeſentip to Reading, where at his com 
ming, he found all the reſt of the Clothiers, lamenting Coles 
vntimely death, where the wofull widdow paid him the mo- 
ney, by which dad all the reſt ofthe Clothier s were induced 
to doe ſomething foꝛ Doue. And thereupon one gaue him ten 
pounds, another twenty, another thirty pounds, to begin the 
wo2ldanew : and by this meanes (together with the bleſſing 
of God ) he grew into greater credit then euer he was befo2e. 
And riches being thus come vpon him, his fozmer keiendes 
came fawning vnto him, and when he had no nede of them, 
then euery one was ready to pꝛoffer him kindneſſe. Bis wic⸗ 
ked ſeruants alſo that diſdained him in his diſtreſſe, were after 
glad to come creping vnto him, intreating with cappe and 
knee foz his fauour and friendſhip. And albeit he ſæmed to 
fo2giue their treſpaſſes done againſt him, yet he would often 
ſay, he would neuer truſt thentfo2 a ſtraw. And thus he euer 
alter liued in great wealth and pꝛoſperitie, doing much god to 
the pwꝛe, and at his death, left to his childꝛen great lands. 
How faire Margaret made her eſtate and high birth knowne 
to her Maſter and Dame: and for the intire loue ſhe bote to 
Duke Robert, made a vowe neuer to marry, but became 2 


Nun in the Abbey at Glocelter, Chap. 15. 


After 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


Fter faire Margaret was come againe to Gloceſter, ne⸗ 
Auer did ſhe behold the cleare dap, but with a weeping eie: 
and ſo great was the ſozrow which the couceiued foz the loſſe 
of Duke Robert her faithfulllLouer, that ſhe vtterly deſpiſed 
all the pleaſures of this life, and at laſt bew2ayed her ſelfe in 
this ſoꝛt vnto her Dame. 

O my god Maſter and Dame, to long haue J diſſembled 
my parentage from you, whom the froward deſtinies do pur⸗ 
ſac to deſcrued puniſhuent. The wokull daughter am J of the 
vnhappy Carle of Sh2zewſbury, who euer ſince his baniſh⸗ 
ment haue done nothing but dꝛawne miſchaunce after me : 
where foꝛe let me intreat you(deare Maſter and Dame to haue 
your god wils, to ſpend the remnant of my like in ſome bleſ⸗ 
ſed Ponaſterie. 

TUhenGray and his wife heard this, they wondꝛed great⸗ 
Ip, as well at her birth, as at her ſtrange demaund. UWhereup- 
on her Dame knew not how to call her, whether Maiden oz 
Madam, but ſaid, O god Lozd, are you a Lady and J know 
it not? J am ſoꝛp that J knew it not befoꝛe. But when the 
folkes of the houſe heard that Margaret was a Lady, there was 
no ſmall alterafton:aud mo2couer her Dame ſaid, that ſh? had 
thought to haue had a match between her and her ſon : and by 

nany perſwaſtons did ſxke to withdꝛaw herfco being a Run, 

ſaving in this manner: What Margaret, thou art young and 
faite, the woꝛld (no doubt hath better foꝛtune foz the, where⸗ 
by thou maiſt leaue an honourable iſſue behind the, in whom 
thou maiſt liue after death. 

Theſe and many other reaſons did they alleadge vnto her, 
but all in vaine:ſhe making this reply, Who kaowes not that 
this world giueth the pleaſure of an houre, but the ſo2row of 
many dates ? fo2 it payeth euer that which it pꝛomiſeth, which 
is nothing els but continuall tcouble :; veration of the minde. 
Do you think, if I had the offer and choice of y mightieſt pꝛin⸗ 
ces of Chꝛiſtendom, that J could match um ſelfe better then to 
my Loꝛd Jeſus: No, no, he is mp husband, to whom J peeld 
my ſelle bath body and ſoule, giuing to him my heart, my loue 
and ry molt firme affection: I haue ouerlong loued this vile 


wozld # thereloꝛe I beſœch you farther vill wade me not. 
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7. When her kriendes by no meanes could alter her opimon. 
the matter was made knowen to his Paieſfie, who againſt 
the time that th? ſhould be receiued into the Monaſterie, came 
to Glouceſter with moſt part of his Nobilitte, to honour her 
action with his p2incely pzeſence. 

All things being therfoze pꝛepared, the young Lady was in 
molt pꝛincely wile attired in a gown of pure white ſattin, hec 
kirtle ofthe ſame; emb2odered with gold about the skirts, in 
molt curious ſoꝛt, her head was garniſhed with gold, pearles, 
and pzectous ſtones, hauing her haire like thꝛids of burnicht 
gold, hanging downe behind in manner ok a pꝛincelp bꝛide: 
about her iuoꝛy necke iewels of ineſtimable pꝛice were hung, 


and her handwꝛeaſts were compaſſed about with bꝛacelets 02 


bꝛight ſhining Diamonds. 

The ſtriets thꝛough the which ſhe ſhaulo paſſe, were plea⸗ 
ſanfly deckt with greene oaken boughs. Then came the vong 
Lady moſt like an heauenly Angell out of her Makers house, 
at what time all the bels in Giauteſter wece ſolemaly rung: 
the being led betwirt the Kings Maieſtie, hauing on his rop⸗ 
all robes and imperiall crown, and the chiete Bi. hop wearing 

his Miter, in a Cope of cloth of gold, ouer her head a Canopy 
of white ſilke, fringed about in pꝛincely maaner: beſoꝛe her 
went an hundꝛed Pꝛieſts ſinging, and after her all the chief? 
Ladies ofthe land: then all the w:uez aid Pudens or Glon⸗ 
ceſcer followed, with an innumerable ſoꝛt ot people on euer 
ſide ſtanding to behold her. In this ſoꝛt ſhe paſſed on to the 
Cathedꝛall Church, where ſhe was h22uxht to p Nunry gate. 

The Lady Abbeile receiued her: where the beautifull Hai⸗ 
den kneeling down, made her p2ayer in ſight of all the people: 
then with her owne hands che vndid her virgins faire gowne, 
and toke it off, and gaue it away to the pe: atfte; that, her 
kirtle, then her iewels, bꝛacelets and rings, ſapinx. Farewell 
the pꝛide x. vanity of this world. The oznaneats ot hec head 
were the uert the gaue away: and then was tHe ledde ou one 
ſive, where ſhe was ſtripped, and in ſtead of her locke of ſoft 
ſilke, had a ſmocke ot rough haire put vpon her. 


Then came one with a pace of * cut off her gal- 
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den colonred lockes, and with duſt and aſhes all belfrewd her 
head and ſage. Which being done, he was bꝛought again intd 
the peoples ſight barefot x bareleg'd, to whom the ſaid: Now 
farewell the world, faremell the pleaſtires of this life, farewell 
my Loꝛd the Biug, and to the Dukes ſwat loue farewell, now 
hall cies were foꝛ my foꝛmer tr. inſareluons, and no moze 
thall ny tongue {alke of vanity: farewell my god Maſter and 
„ and farewell all god people. 

” Taith which wozds ſhe was taken away, and neuer after 
[ons abꝛoad. When £ Duke Robert © Heard thereok, he deſired 
that at his death, his bodp might beburied in Gloceſter : in 
that Towne, quoth he, where arlt my cleare eies beheld the 
heauenly beauty of my louc, and where fo2 my ſake ſher fo: 
{coke the wozld : which was perkoꝛmed accoꝛdinglp. 

The Bing allo at his death requeſted to be buried at Rea; 
ding, ſoꝝ the great loue he bare to that place, amongſt thoſt 
Clothiers, who liuing, were his hearts comfo2t. Gray vpin: 9 
wondzous wealthy, gaueiand tothe Monaſterie whereints 
Margaret was faken, William Firzallen alfo died a moſt rich 
man, haning builded many houſes foz the poꝛe, whoſe fonns 
Henry after was the firſt Þaio2 that euer was in Londen 

Sutton of Saliſbury did alſo at his death much god; and 


gane an hundzed li. to be prelp lent to poꝛe weauers of the 
Towne tothe woꝛlds end, vimon of Douth-hampton gaue a 


moſt bountcous gift towards the building ol a Monaſtery at 
ZUinchefter, Jodg kings of Hallifax did alſo great god, and ſo 


did CutbertofKendall, who had married rrut, couples out ot 


his owe houſe, giuing each of them xlt, to beginne the wozld = 


withall. Martin Briam of Mancheſter gaue toward the buil⸗ * 
ding of a free-ſchwle in MPancheſter, a geatt maſſe of moneys . 


And thus (gentle Reader) haue I finiſhed my ſtoꝛie ok theſs 
wozthy men, deſüring ther to fake my paines in god 
part, which will incourage me to greater 
matters,perceifung this cur⸗ 
teoullp accepted. 


FINIS. 
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